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For ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2025

12 March 2025, 10:00 - 13:30
Sapphire Ballroom, Lotte Hotel Seoul, Republic of Korea (30 Eulji-ro, Jung-gu)
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International Women's Day

Officially recognised by the United Nations in 1977, International Women's Day is observed on 8 March every year
to celebrate the contributions of women and girls around the world and reflect upon key challenges in advancing
gender equality. It is a day when women are recognised for their achievements without regard to divisions, whether
national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic, or political.

Since its establishment in 2022, UN Women Knowledge and Partnerships Centre has hosted an annual event in
Seoul to commemorate IWD, joining global celebrations to honour the achievements of humanity and to advocate for
continued progress towards gender equality. Recognising the significance of IWD on 8 March, the Centre dedicates
this meaningful occasion to fostering dialogue, collaboration, and action in addressing key issues affecting women'’s
lives worldwide. In 2025, the Centre continues this tradition by hosting a commemorative IWD event on 12 March in
Seoul.

This year's theme, “For ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment,” serves as a powerful reminder of the
urgent need for inclusivity and the importance of focusing on those who have been left behind—from women living
under severe systemic oppression to those experiencing compounded layers of marginalisation. Many groups of
women and girls, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region, still remain invisible in the global gender discourse, and their
lived realities must be brought to the forefront of these conversations. Through this year's event, the Centre aims to
spark meaningful discussions and partnerships that advance gender equality on both regional and global levels.
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PROGRAMME =773

Registration & Coffee
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UN Women Executive Director's message on IWD (via video)
AU 7| x| S4] IWD & HIAX|

Sima Bahous | UN Under-Secretary-General and UN Women Executive Director
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Congratulatory Remarks
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Kim Kinam | Assistant Minister for Planning and Coordination Office at the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family (MOGEF)
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Official Video Message on International Women's Day
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Antonio Guterres | Secretary-General of the UN
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Keynote Speech

ESSS

H.E. Ban Ki-moon | Chairman of the Ban Ki-moon Foundation for a Better Future and 8th Secretary General of the United Nations
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Group Photo A%l &4

Inspirations
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Alison Miriam Davidian | Special Representative for UN Women Afghanistan Country
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Yewon Kim | Founder and Head Attorney at the Disability Rights Advocate Center
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Humberto Carolo | Executive Director at White Ribbon Canada
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Soong-nang Jang | Dean of the Red Cross College of Nursing at Chung-Ang University
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Closing Remarks
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Vu Phuong Ly | Officer-in-Charge, UN Women Knowledge & Partnerships Centre in the Republic of Korea
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Lunch Reception & Networking
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H.E. Ban Ki-moon | Chairman, Ban Ki-moon Foundation for a Better Future | 8th
Secretary-General of the United Nations

H.E. Ban Ki-moon served as the 8th Secretary-General of the United Nations (2007-2016), where
he led pivotal global initiatives. A dedicated advocate for gender equality, he played a key role in
establishing UN Women and advancing women’'s empowerment worldwide. During his tenure, he
prioritised transparency, efficiency, and inclusivity within the UN, while amplifying the voices of the
most vulnerable communities around the world. Before his appointment as UN Secretary-General,
Mr. Ban had an illustrious 37-year diplomatic career with the Republic of Korea's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. He served as Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade and held key diplomatic posts in New Delhi,
Washington D.C., and Vienna. Mr. Ban earned a bachelor's degree in International Relations from Seoul
National University and a master's degree in Public Administration from Harvard University's Kennedy
School of Government. Over the course of his career, he has received numerous awards and honours,
including the Republic of Korea's highest Order of Service Merit, in recognition of his outstanding
contributions to global peace and development.
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Alison Miriam Davidian | Special Representative, UN Women Afghanistan Country Office

Ms. Davidian has over fifteen years of experience in development, gender equality, and access
to justice policy and programming. She is currently the Special Representative for UN Women in
Afghanistan and previously served as the Deputy Country Representative. She has led governance,
peace, and security programmes across Asia and the Pacific with UN Women'’s Regional Office for
Asia and the Pacific, based in Thailand, focusing on preventing violent extremism, anti-trafficking, and
access to justice. Prior to this, she worked at UN Women HQ on transitional justice and preventing
violent extremism and managed the Access to Justice programme in Uganda. Before joining UN
Women, she worked with various international organisations, including the International Center for
Transitional Justice, Equality Now, and UNDP. Ms. Davidian holds a BA and LLB from the University of
Sydney and an LLM from Harvard University.
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Yewon Kim | Founder and Head Attorney at the Disability Rights Advocate Center

Attorney Yewon Kim is Korea's first public interest attorney with a visual disability and the founder of the
Disability Rights Advocate Center. She passed the bar in 2009, completed her training at the Judicial
Research & Training Institute in 2011, and has been providing pro bono support to women and children
who are victims of crimes in vulnerable situations, such as those involving disability and poverty. As

a human rights activist and social advocate, she was awarded a Presidential Commendation in 2021
and received the Grand Award for Public Interest Lawyer from the Korean Bar Association in 2023. She
has also served as a research professor at Duke University School of Law and the University of North
Carolina.
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Humberto Carolo | Executive Director, White Ribbon Canada

Humberto Carolo is the Executive Director of White Ribbon Canada, leading a global movement to
engage men and boys in preventing violence against women and challenging harmful gender norms.
He has provided expert guidance on gender equity and healthy masculinities to governments, UN
agencies, and organisations. He serves on advisory councils for Canada’s Department of National
Defence and Ontario’'s Domestic Violence Death Review Committee. Humberto holds a degree

in Sociology, Political Science, and Portuguese from the University of Toronto and completed the
Leadership Programme at York University's Schulich School of Business.
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Soong-nang Jang | Dean & Professor, Red Cross College of Nursing, Chung-Ang University

Soong-nang Jang is Professor and Dean of the Red Cross College of Nursing at Chung-Ang
University. After obtaining her PhD in Public Health from Seoul National University, she completed her
postdoctoral research at the Harvard School of Public Health. She previously served as President of
the Korean Society for Primary Health Care and the Korean Society for Equity in Health. Currently, she
leads research projects on disparities in care resources for disabled older people and the development
of innovative integrated care models in depopulated areas.
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ABOUT UN WOMEN
A7 290

UN Women, The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women, is the UN entity dedicated
to gender equality and the empowerment of women. A global
champion for women and girls, UN Women was established
to accelerate progress on meeting their needs worldwide.

In July 2010, during the tenure of the former UN Secretary
General Ban Ki moon, the UN General Assembly created
UN Women, by bringing together the work of four previously
distinct parts of the UN system, to focus exclusively on
gender equality and women's empowerment.
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"Without women's
empowerment, you cannot
say that we are livingin a
world where human rights are
established or respected.”

— H.E. Ban Ki-moon, 8"
Secretary-General of the

United Nations
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“We will not wait the estimated
286 years to close gaps in

legal protection and remove
discriminatory laws. We will not
accept another day of ubiquitous
violence against women or health
inequality or child marriage. (...)
We will not accept that women
are excluded from peace tables, climate negotiations, and
decision-making spaces. We will not—and we cannot wait.”

— Sima Bahous | UN Under-Secretary-General and UN
Women Executive Director
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UN Women supports UN Member States as they set global
standards for achieving gender equality and works with
governments and civil society to design laws, policies,
programmes and services needed to ensure that the standards
are effectively implemented and truly benefit women and

girls worldwide. It works globally to make the vision of

the Sustainable Development Goals a reality for women and girls
and stands behind women's equal participation in all aspects of
life, focusing on four strategic priorities: Women lead, participate
inand benefit equally from governance systems; Women have
income security, decent work and economic autonomy; All
women and girls live a life free from all forms of violence; and
\Women and girls contribute to and have greater influence in
building sustainable peace and resilience, and benefit equally
from the prevention of natural disasters and conflicts and
humanitarian action.
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ABOUT UN WOMEN
KNOWLEDGE & PARTNERSHIPS
CENTRE IN THE REPUBLIC OF
KOREA

U7 X A-DIEL & MIE

The UN Women Knowledge and Partnerships Centre in the
Republic of Korea (formerly the UN Women Centre of Excellence
for Gender Equality) was established in 2022 in partnership

with the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family of the Republic
of Korea. The Centre was founded with a shared mandate to
advance gender equality and the empowerment of women and
girls across Asia and the Pacific. Located in Seoul, the Centre
contributes to capacity development, strategic partnerships,
and knowledge exchange on promising practices and lessons
learned.

In early 2025, the Centre was rebranded with a new name

to emphasize its key functions in facilitating partnership
development and knowledge exchange on promising practices
and lessons learned for advancing gender equality and women's
empowerment.
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i "l believe achieving gender equality
and empowerment of women

and girls is critical for creating a
better future for everyone. | am

a firm believer in international
cooperation, and | am ready to
support whatever is necessary to
help achieve UN Women's mandate
in Korea and beyond.”

— Eun Mee Kim, National Goodwill Ambassador for UN
Women in the Republic of Korea
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Scan for more details:

UN Women Homepage UN Women Naver Blog

YouTube Channel LinkedIn Profile
u - |

https://asiapacific. https://blog.naver.com/
unwomen.org/en/ unwomencoe
countries/rok/kr

https://www.youtube. https://www.linkedin.com/
com/channel/ showcase/un-women-
UCwOmd6YI-GeDEaaEc asia-and-the-pacific
8UzXJg
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This event was made possible through the generous support of
the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family of the Republic of Korea.
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