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SITUATION OVERVIEW

= On 31 August 2025, a 6.3 magnitude earthquake
struck eastern Afghanistan, with the epicenter in
Kama District, Nangarhar Province, near the Pakistan
border.

= The shallow 8-10 km depth amplified the impact of
the earthquake across Kunar, Laghman, Nangarhar
and Nuristan provinces, resulting in damage to
housing and infrastructure across 29 districts,’
mainly in Nurgal (Kunar), Chawkay (Kunar), and Dara-
e-Nur (Nangarhar).

= There have been additional earthquakes on 2
September (5.3 magnitude), 4 September (4.7
magnitude and 5.6 magnitude), 5 September (5.2
magnitude), 7 September (4.6 and 4.3 magnitude)
and 11 September (4.0 magnitude), and continuous
aftershocks compounding trauma, instability and
access issues.

= By 13 September, assessments reported 53,8822
individuals affected including 27,914 women and girls
(52% of total affected population). Women and girls
represent 52% of the 1,984 killed and 54% of the 3,617
injured mapped so far through joint assessments.

" REACH WOAA preliminary data : "Unmet Needs in Eastern
Afghanistan Prior to the Nangahar Earthquakes", 02 Sep 2025
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KEY DATA SNAPSHOT AS OF 13 SEPT

Total demographics: 502,272 individuals
Affected population: 53,882

Fatalities: 1,984 (52% women & girls)
Injured: 3,617 (54% women & girls)
Homes damaged/destroyed: 8,236
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Women enumerators as part of joint assessments:

39%

2 Data is extracted from the ongoing joint assessments and
only reflects the situation in villages assessed to date




GENDER DIMENSIONS & RISKS

Women and girls are disproportionately impacted by
the earthquakes. They represent higher percentages
of injured and killed (52% and 54% respectively).

463 women-headed households and pregnant
women are part of the affected population as per the
joint assessments. Most women-headed households
(280 HH) are located in Nurgal district, Kunar.
Women struggle to access humanitarian assistance
due to conservative norms, lack of support and
information networks following displacement, and
low numbers of women humanitarian workers. Prior
to the earthquake only 34% of women headed
households knew how to access aid.

UN Women through GiHA WG carried out 6 FGDs with
close to 100 affected women and two FGDs with 15
women humanitarians and health workers. Shelter is
the first need mentioned by women in the FGDs.
Women and girls spend most of their time inside the
tents, creating a lack of privacy and leading to
protection risks.

Women ask for Non-Food Items (NFls) such as
clothes, as many have left all their belongings
behind.

Women and girls ask for food, cooking utensils and
places to cook. They also request financial support
including cash with 90% of households mentioning
they do not have money for food, many women have
lost their livestock which were their first source of
income.

Injured women ask for urgent health services,
women doctors and nurses and access to maternal
and reproductive health. A very limited number of
women surgeons are treating the injured in hospitals.
Women doctors are low in numbers and do not cover
all surgical specialties, meaning some affected
women have had to be referred to men surgeons.
Due to the trauma and additional care burden they
face, women request mental health and psychosocial
services (MHPSS) delivered by women counsellors.
Women face protection and gender-based violence
concerns, and humanitarian workers request
additional protection and safeguarding specialists
on the ground.

Latrines are lacking and women are having to look for
places outside the camps, which can expose them to
protection risks and risks of unexploded ordnance.
Women mention not having access to information on
assistance. Most women do not own phones, and say

that in-person communication through women
humanitarian workers would be the most appropriate
way to share information with them

UN WOMEN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

Women and girls face challenges in accessing assistance
due to cultural norms and low numbers of women
humanitarian workers. To overcome these barriers, UN
Women is investing in women's staff participation and in
women led organizations including through:

=  Mapping the needs of women and girls: UN Women
deployed 18 women enumerators with Afghan
Women United Development Organization to ensure
women’'s needs are documented in the joint
assessments.
= Through its leadership of the Gender in Humanitarian
Action Working Group (GiHA WG), UN Women has led
the development of the first gender alert on the
earthquake, outlining the needs and priorities of
affected women and girls.
= Investing in women-led and focused organizations
as frontline responders: UN Women is partnering with
five women-led and women-focused organizations at
the frontline of the response to deliver humanitarian
assistance to address the immediate needs of
women and girls across Kunar Province, targeting an
estimated 15,500 individuals, mostly women and girls
with:
o Provision of NFls and winterization
assistance
o  Provision of multi-purpose cash assistance
(where appropriate)
o Establishment of women and girls’ safe
spaces
o Provision of protection services (including
MHPSS)
= To facilitate women’s presence in the response, UN
Women provides costs for women’s participation
(including mahram) and supports partners’ access
and advocacy as needed.




COORDINATION & ADVOCACY

O Inter-Agency Coordination: GiIHA WG, co-chaired by UN Women is ensuring women'’s participation is integrated into the
humanitarian response through coordination with clusters and OCHA at the national level and on the ground.

O Engagement with the de-facto authorities: UN Women is advocating with provincial and national authorities’ to
facilitate women humanitarian workers’ presence in the field.

OO Women Humanitarian Workers: UN Women is advocating for duty of care measures (safe accommodation, additional
compensation, access to information) for women humanitarian workers. GiHA WG is providing support in tracking all
gender related incidents in the humanitarian response.

EMERGENCY FUNDING

0 USD 278,000 is needed for women staff’s participation and gender-responsive analysis and capacity building across
both clusters and GiHA WG as part of the earthquake response plan.

O UN Women requires US$ 3.5 million to support a 6-to-12-month emergency response and recovery plan of which US$ 1

million is currently available, leaving a funding gap of US$ 2.5 million (targeting 30,000 individuals, primarily women
and girls).

CONTACTS

O Susan Ferguson, UN Women Specialist Representative: susan.ferguson@unwomen.org

Ann-Marie Wilcock, UN Women Communications Specialist: ann-marie.wilcock@unwomen.org

Aamina Adham, GiHA Programme Manager: Aamina.adhma@unwomen.org
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Anouk Heili, GIHA Coordination/Access Specialist: anouk.heili@unwomen.org




