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Women gain the 
right to vote and 
stand for election.

Adi Litia Cakobau 
First woman full 
cabinet minister       	
            (Senator)

1987 1993

1997 1999

Four women serve in Fiji’s first independent 
parliament - Irene Jai Narayan and Adi Losalini 
Raravuya Dovia in the House of Representatives; 
Asela Logavatu and Anaseini Qionibaravi in the 
Senate

1963 1972
Taufa Vakatale 
Second woman 
cabinet minister, 
the first among 
elected 
women.

Taufa Vakatale becomes 
first woman Deputy 
Prime Minister 

2014 2014 2018
Highest number and 
percentage of women 
MPs elected: 

Ro Teimumu Kepa 
First woman Leader 
of the Opposition.

Adi Kuini Speed 
Second woman Deputy 

Prime Minister  
— and among the 

first women to 
lead political 

parties.
 

Dr Jiko Luveni 
First woman Speaker 
of Parliament
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Key Milestones: Women in Political Leadership
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Current Parliament

55 Members

Honourables:
Hon. Alitia Bainivalu Minister for Fisheries and Forestry 
Hon. Sashi Kiran Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection
Hon. Premila Kumar Member of the Opposition, former Minister
Hon. Lynda Tabuya Minister for Information, Environment and Climate Change
Hon. Lenora Qereqeretabua Deputy Speaker and Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs
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are women

Global Data on Women in Parliaments https://data.ipu.org/parliament/FJ/FJ-LC01/
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Percentage of Women Candidates on Political Party Lists for General Elections
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Source: Fiji Elections Office, 2014 General Election Results; Fiji Elections 
Office, General Election Final Report 2018, p.15; Electoral Commission & 
Supervisor of Elections, General Election 2022 Joint Report, p.49
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