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   March 2026

Fenua Tamuera is 
elected, the first 
woman elected to 
parliament after 
independence.

Tessie Eria Lambourne 
and Taabeta Teakai 
Amuera are newly elected 
alongside incumbents 
Shiu Fung Jong and 
Tangariki Reete. 
Tangariki Reete becomes 
the first woman to hold 
the position of 
Speaker. 

Only 
women have been 
elected to Kiribati’s 
national parliament 
since 1978.

A record five women are 
elected to parliament. 
Ruta Babo Nemta is 
the first women ever 
elected for Maiana and 
the first woman Deputy 
Speaker. 

2020 2024

Tangariki Reete 
is elected. She is 
currently serving her 
fifth term.

Over a 10 year period, 
just three women are 
elected: 
Koriri Tanieu (1991),  
Teima Onorio (1998), 
and Beta Tewareka 
Tentoa (2002).

Four women serve 
together for the first 
time: Teima Onorio, 
Tangariki Reete, Maere 
Tekanene, & Rereao 
Tetaake Eria.

2011

1978 1991 2007
Beta Tewareka Tentoa 
and Teima Onorio are 
re-elected. Teima Onorio 
also serves as Vice 
President (2003 – 2016), 
the first and only woman 
to hold that office.
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Ruth Cross Kwansing, Minister of Women, Youth, Sport and Social Affairs
Tangariki Reete, Minister of Tourism, Commerce, Industries, and Cooperatives
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Current Parliament

Honourables:
Hon. Ruta Babo Nemta
(Maiana Island) 
Hon. Ruth Cross Kwansing 
(South Tarawa MP) 
Hon. Tessie Eria Lambourne 
(Abemama)
Hon. Tangariki Reete 
(Betio)
Hon. Lavinia Teatao Teem 
(Abaiang) 

Deputy Speaker, 
Maneaba ni Maungatabu 
is a woman.
(Hon. Babo Nemta)
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Global data on National Parliaments 
https://data.ipu.org/parliament/KI/KI-LC01/


