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Key Milestones: Women in Political Leadership

1972 1977 1980 1987 1997

Dame Josephine Abaijah 3 women (Abaijah, Hon. Nahau Rooney No women are Women return to parliament
becomes the first Nahau Rooney, & becomes the first elected marking with the elections of Dame
woman elected to PNG's ~ Waliyato Clowes) woman to hold a PNG's first all-male  josephine Abaijah & Dame
House of Assembly. are elected to PNG's cabinet portfollo parliament since Carol K|du

. 109-member National (Minister for Justice). Independence
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2000s 2012 2017 2022 2023

Dame Carol Kidu serves 3 women are elected,  The national election  Rufina Peter and Kessy  Francesca Semoso
as Minister for Community Julie Soso, Delilah returned PNG to an Sawang become the 8th | elected in a by-election
Development (2002-2011) Pueka Gore & Loujaya  all-male parliament. and 9th women MPs increasing ‘htetnusmg:r %f women
and is a leading advocate for Kouza. The first time since since independence. Lo e
advancing women's political . 1982 that three women served e o o be Assistant °

representation.
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Women in Parliament

Honourables:
Governor Rufina Peter
(Central Province)

Hon Kessy Sawang
(Rai Coast)
Minister for Labour and Employment

Francesca Semoso
(North Bougainville)
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Assistant Speaker
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have been elected to Parliament since 1972.



Women in Parliament

Members of Parliament since 2000's

% of women MPs
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The Country Women Candidates

Women candidates since 2000's

2022
2017
2012
2007
2002

Autonomous Region of Bougainville

159 « 3619
165 o 3332
135 o 3443
103 o 2851
75 « 28175

In Bougainville’s House of Representatives

3 elected seats are
reserved for women, [ )
) [ )
with
representative

for each region
(North, Central, South)
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Women Representatives

2025 WIEESTTEEN 5 ;45
2020 FEEESFETEEEN 5 40
2015 ST /) o 40
2010 PEEEENSTTEEEN S 40
2005 NEEESTTEEEE 3 o 40
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