
Samoa

Laulu Fetauimalemau 
Mata’afa is the second 
woman elected to 
Parliament.

1970 19751962

2013
Constitutional 
amendment 
introduces the 10 
percent quota for 
women MPs 
(Pacific first).

2021 2021
Mulipola Anarosa 
Ale Molio’o becomes 
Samoa’s first woman 
appointed as finance 
minister. 

Independence; 
matai-only eligibility         	
          restricts 
          access to 
          Parliament, 
              especially 
                 for women.

Leaupepe Taulapapa 
Faimaala Fuatino 
Vaovasamanaia Filipo 
becomes the first 
woman MP & 
first woman
Deputy 
Speaker.

Fiame Naomi Mata’afa 
becomes Samoa’s first 
woman Prime Minister 
and the first woman PM 
in Polynesia.

2016
First election using the 
quota: 4 women win 
constituency seats; 1 
added under the quota.

Samoa’s first woman 
cabinet minister, 
Fiame Naomi Mata’afa, 
marks women’s entry into 
Executive leadership.
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Key Milestones: Women in Political Leadership

14%
of ministers are women

5 46

Current Parliament

51 Members

 10%

5 Women

are women

Honourables: 
Hon Mulipola Anarosa Ale Molioo 
(MP for Palauli No.1 and Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Finance and of Public 
Enterprises)
Hon Aeau Tima Leavai 
(MP for Falealupo) 
Hon Fiame Naomi Mata’afa 
(MP for Lotofaga)
Hon Afamasaga Leone Mati Masami 
(MP for Aana Alofi 4, and Deputy Speaker of 
the House)
Hon Claire Tai Tin Tunumafono

0%  
of Associate Ministers are women

*9.8% at time of publication. 
Published prior to application of 10% Quota Law.



Savai’i

Upolu

66% 
men

34%
women

Local Government

51 
District 
councils

7 women CEOs in 
19 government ministries 

Chief Executive Officers

By sector, the highest proportion of 
women CEOs are in the utilities and 

finance sectors
  

of CEOs of Public Trading 
Bodies are women   
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