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Papiloa Foliaki 
becomes the second 
woman MP

1975 1978 1993 2005

‘Ofa Fusitu’a is 
elected, the third 
woman MP.

Lepolo Mahe Taunisila 
is elected, the fourth 
woman MP.

1951

‘Alisi Afeaki 
Taumoepeau is 
appointed as Tonga’s 
first woman Cabinet 
Minister (Minister of 
Justice & Attorney-
General)

2016 2017 2022 20252006

Parliamentary Seats

1 25

Current Parliament

26 Members

    4%
are women

Hon. Fane Fotu Fituafe 
is the only woman among the

      9 Nobles’
 representatives,

17 People’s 
representatives

&

‘Akosita Havili 
Lavulavu elected in a 
by-election, becoming 
the fifth woman MP.

Losaline Ma’asi is 
elected alongside 
Akosita Havili Lavulavu, 
bringing the number of 
elected women to two.

Dulcie Elaine Tei is 
elected in a by-election.

Fane Fotu Fituafe is 
elected replacing Hon. 
Dulcie Elaine Tei as the 
lone woman among the 
People’s 
Representatives.

14 Ministers & of the

   March 2026

Key Milestones: Women in Political Leadership

Universal suffrage 
for women to vote 
and stand.

Princess Mele 
Siu`ilikutapu is 
elected as the first 
woman Member of 
Parliament (MP)

Only 8 women 
have ever been elected 

as People’s Representatives. 

Tonga elects 17 People’s 
Representatives to the Fale Alea, 

its Legislative Assembly. 

Tonga’s 9 Nobles’ seats are accessible 
only to hereditary titleholders 

— restricted to men due to patrilineal 
succession norms. 

The Prime Minister may appoint up 
to     people to Cabinet who also sit 

in the Fale Alea 
(Clause 51 of the Constitution). 

Since 2006, 7 women 
have been appointed to Cabinet

 by various Prime Ministers.
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She is the Minister for Internal Affairs, Employment, Women, Social Protection, Youth and Sports.



The Country

Divisions5

Niua

= 1 districts

Constituencies17

Vava’u

Ha’apai

‘Eua

Tongatapu = 10 districts
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Women Candidates

Women in Parliament

% of women MPs
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*Includes women and men both elected and appointed

IPU Parline: Global data on national parliaments Tonga: https://data.ipu.org/parliament/TO/TO-LC01/
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District officers 
(pule fakavahe)

Town officers 
 (ofisa kolo)

Local Government

Nunia Vi Lolohea 
Tonga’s first woman Town Officer 
(Taunga, Vava’u).

1992 2016

156
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Sisifa Fili 
Tonga’s first woman District Officer 
(‘Eua Motu’a District)


