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Vanuatu becomes 
independent; women 
obtain universal 
suffrage at 
independence
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and Maria Crowby 
become the first women 
elected to Vanuatu’s 
Parliament and 
the only women 
MPs until 2002 	

Municipalities Act No. 11 
of 2013 institutionalising 
one reserved seat for a 
woman in each ward of 
the two municipalities.
  

the first woman 
MP in 10 years

Gloria Julia King
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2022 2023
Passage of Electoral Act 
No. 16 of 2023, which 
made the reserved seats 
for women in municipal 
wards permanent.

Motarilavoa Hilda Lini 

2004

2008

Isabelle Donald is 
elected, becoming the 
third woman MP in 
Vanuatu’s history. Holds 
senior roles including 
Deputy Speaker, Minister 
for Women and Children, 
and Minister of Justice.

Leinavao Tasso 
elected. Donald is 
re-elected, marking 
the first election to 
return two women 
since 1987.

Eta Rory is elected, 
the fifth woman to 
enter Parliament.

Over            years,  

have been elected to Vanuatu’s Parliament. 
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Women in Parliament

52 Members

The one woman 
currently in parliament 
is the Honourable
Marie Louise Milne1 51
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Local Government 2025-2029

*Only two of Vanuatu’s municipalities are 
currently constituted through elections and 
subject to the Electoral Act No. 16 of 2023
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On Port Vila Municipal Council

seats 
women 
are occupied by

On Luganville Municipal Council, 
there is near gender parity 

29%
women

All five of the women on this council have been 
elected through the reserved seat mechanism

The Electoral Act 
No. 16 of 2023. 

As a result of this 
law, women are 
better represented on 
municipal councils.

There are no women occupying the 
101 Provincial Council seats

across six provinces.


