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"When a girl, a woman has fairness, dignity, safety, freedom and 

opportunity, life looks the way God intended it to be." 

-Submitted as a video 

Imagine we're watching a game. There's only one field. Men and women have to share it. 

The referee blows the whistle. The first team came on. They shake hands. They take this side. 
They play their time. 

Little girls are watching. One stands on a stool. The other sits on her father's shoulder, so she 
can see — to imagine a world where everyone gets to see, and everyone gets to play. 

When the game ends, the men step off the field. Even when they want more time, they know. 
They understand. It's time to make space. 

The women came on. And when the time is up, they leave too. Because fairness is not about 
taking all the fairness. It's about sharing. 

The crowd goes home, but one woman stays. She has to clean up. She sweeps the field after the 
noise is gone. She walks home with the lights on to guide her safely home. 

She arrives in time to see a family, her daughter sleeping peacefully. Home is safe. The night 
scenes are beautiful — lullaby of a world that kids imagine. 

Imagine a world where girls can grow up without fear, in comparison. She can play with the ball 
just as much as a brother does. 

A world where being human is enough to be treated with dignity. Where someone is trying to 
see clearly, the community helps to lift them up, so they can imagine a world where anger is 
controlled and voices are heard. 

Where a girl can skip freely in the backyard and the boys are taught respect, not entitlement. 

Where opportunities are everywhere and girls get to choose — with no one telling them no and 
no one deciding for them. 



But in this world, everyone wants to speak for the girl, even when she has her own voice. 

Everyone wants to fix her pain, to change her — even though she's already beautifully made. 

Everyone wants to write her story, or make it fit into their own expectations. 

Everyone except her. 

So let her be. 

She's not here to threaten any man. She's here to stand beside him. 

Let her speak. Let her choose. Let her walk her own path. 

Because dignity cannot survive when we destroy others, and opportunities should not come at 
another person's loss. 

Let her be. And you will see — 

When a girl, a woman has fairness, dignity, safety, freedom and opportunity, life looks the way 
God intended it to be. 

Imagine a world where we have everything we hope for and nothing we fear. 

The whistle blows. Game is over. 

Respect each other's time. Respect each other's space. Because there's only one field — and life 
is better when we share it. 

 

About the Poet 

 
Regina Lepping from Solomon Islands was awarded Third Place in Say it Loud 


