
 

  

Data Sheet:  

Women’s Political 

Participation 

 

 

 

Women’s Political 

China 



 

WWoomm

Facts and Figures
1
 

 Indicator 

REPRESENTATION in 

PARLIAMENT
2
 

Percentage of women in parliament

 

POLITICAL 

LEGISLATION
3
 

Year women obtained the right to vote

Year women obtained the right to stand 

for election 

Year first woman elected or appointed 

to parliament 

Constitutional quota for national 

parliaments 

Election law quota for national 

parliaments 

WOMEN IN DIFFERENT 

LEVELS OF POLITICS 

# of women who have served on the 

Politburo 

% of women who are standing 

committee members4 

                                                   
1
 Source of all data unless otherwise specified is from the 

2
 Progress of the World’s Women: In Pursuit of Justice 2011

3
 POWW 2011. 

4
 NPAs for 2011-2010 Facts and Figures. UNICEF and UNFPA 2012

mmeenn’’ss  PPoolliittiiccaall  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  CChhiinnaa  

 Analysis  

Percentage of women in parliament 21% In China, the percentage of women in parliament 

is the same or higher than many developed 

countries including the UK (21%), France (20%), 

USA (17%), and Japan (14%).

19%. 

Year women obtained the right to vote 1949 Women obtained the right to vote in China earlier 

than many Asian countries, including India (1950), 

Nepal (1951), Bhutan (1953), Cambodia (1955), 

Malaysia (1957), Lao (1958), and Bangladesh 

(1972). 

 

Very few countries worldwide have constitutional 

or election law quotas for women. 

Year women obtained the right to stand 1949 

Year first woman elected or appointed 1954 

Constitutional quota for national No 

Election law quota for national No 

# of women who have served on the 4 (3 of which were 

the wives of their 

leader husbands) 

Women’s political participation has remained 

stagnant for nearly thirty years and rarely has a 

woman been able to participate in the upper level 

Politburo. Only one woman not married to a 

current leader has successfully reached that 
% of women who are standing 16.6% 

Source of all data unless otherwise specified is from the UNDP Human Development Report 2010 (HDR 2010). 

Progress of the World’s Women: In Pursuit of Justice 2011-2012, UN Women (POWW 2011). 

2010 Facts and Figures. UNICEF and UNFPA 2012 

2 

 

In China, the percentage of women in parliament 

is the same or higher than many developed 

countries including the UK (21%), France (20%), 

Japan (14%). The world average is 

Women obtained the right to vote in China earlier 

than many Asian countries, including India (1950), 

Nepal (1951), Bhutan (1953), Cambodia (1955), 

Malaysia (1957), Lao (1958), and Bangladesh 

Very few countries worldwide have constitutional 

or election law quotas for women.  

Women’s political participation has remained 

stagnant for nearly thirty years and rarely has a 

woman been able to participate in the upper level 

Politburo. Only one woman not married to a 

current leader has successfully reached that level. 
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% of women in CPPCC (China People’s 

Political Consultative Committee)5 

17.7% Women are often in deputy positions or excluded 

from participation, even more so in rural areas 

and at village levels.  % of women on the Standing 

Committee6 

10.1% 

% of women in managerial positions 17.6% 

% of women in ministerial positions 6.3% 

% of Mayors that are female7 8.8% 

% of Deputy Mayors that are female8 99% 

% of employed women principals of 

state organs, party or mass 

organization, enterprises, etc.9 

2.2% 

% of women in Village Committees 21.4% 

% of women in neighborhood 

committees 

49.6% 

UN WOMEN in ACTION Studies show higher numbers of women in parliament generally contribute to stronger attention to women’s issues. 

Women’s political participation is a fundamental prerequisite for gender equality. It facilitates women’s direct 

engagement in public decision-making and is a means of ensuring better accountability to women. One of the pillars 

of UN Women’s work is advancing women’s political participation and good governance, to ensure that decision-

making processes are participatory, responsive, equitable and inclusive. Efforts are focused through strategic entry 

points that can advance the status of women by catalysing wide-ranging, long-term impacts. 

In China, UN Women aims to strengthen gender-responsive governance by promoting women’s participation in 

decision-making processes to ensure legislation and governance structures in China become more gender-

responsive and inclusive of women’s voices and experiences. To achieve this goal, UN Women is committed to 

building women’s capacities to claim their rights, as well as training legislators and decision-makers to be more 

gender sensitive in their work. UN Women works with government, civil society and other partners to advance more 

inclusive and effective forms of governance at all levels of society.  

                                                   
5
 ibid 

6
 Ibid. 

7
 “Chinese Women: a social context analysis for understanding gender equality in China”, Women in Politics Around the World: a comparative history 

and survey, Pg 293 
8
 Ibid. 

9
 ACWF 2010 
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Additional Statistics 

 Indicator  Analysis  

POPULATION Population of China 1,354,100,000 China currently has the highest sex ratio at birth 

(SRB) in the world. Other countries with high SRB 

levels include Armenia (116.5), Azerbaijan 

(115.6), South Korea (110), and India (108.5). 

Sex ratio at birth (male births per 100 

female births) (2010) 

121.2 

Life expectancy for women10 75 yrs 

Life expectancy for men11 72 yrs 

DEVELOPMENT 

INDICES 

Human Development Index (HDI) Rank 89 (Value 

0.663) 

China’s HDI ranks in the middle of the 169 

countries scored. China’s GII has remained 

stagnant for many years now. Gender Inequality Index (GII) Rank 101 (Value 

0.208) 

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

and GENDER INDEX 

(SIGI) 

SIGI12  Rank: 42 out of 86 

Value: .2388 

The SIGI measures the level of gender 

discrimination found in a country’s social 

institutions that prevent women and girls from 

accessing equal opportunities in labor, health, 

education, politics, etc.  

While China ranks in the middle of the 86 

countries analyzed, its 2012 rank is a drop from 

31 out of 102 in 2009.  

POVERTY and 

EMPLOYMENT 

Total population living on less than USD 

$1.25 per day (2005)13 

15.9% The total population living below $1.25 and $2 

per day continues to decrease significantly. For 

instance, the total population living on less than 

$1.25 per day was 28.4% in 2002 and decreased 

to 15.9% by 2005. In addition, the total 

Total population living on less than USD 

$2 per day (2005)14 

36.3% 

Employed people living on less than 18.3% 

                                                   
10

 World Development Report 2012: Gender Equality and Development (WDR 2012). 

11
 WDR 2012.  

12
 Social Institutions and Gender Index 2012 Report 

13
 WDR 2012. 

14
 WDR 2012. 
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USD $1.25 per day (2000-8) population living on less than $2 per day has 

decreased from 51.1% in 2002 to 36.3% in 2005. 

 
Population under national poverty line 2.8% 

EDUCATION and  

EMPLOYMENT 

Female population with at least 

secondary education (2010) 

54.8% The percentage of women completing secondary 

or higher level education is lower than their male 

counterparts in China. Obtaining a higher 

education enables individuals to have greater 

access to employment opportunities, and gender 

inequitable educational systems create 

disadvantages within the labour market. 

Male population with at least 

secondary education (2010) 

70.4% 

 

Explanation of Indices and Data 

 

Gender Inequality Index: 

The new Gender Inequality Index (GII) reflects women’s disadvantages in three dimensions – reproductive health, empowerment, and economic 

activity. Reproductive health is measured by maternal mortality and adolescent fertility rates; empowerment is measured by the share of 

parliamentary seats held by each gender and attainment at secondary and higher education by each gender; and economic activity is measured 

by the labour market participation rate for each gender. The GII shows the loss in human development due to inequality between female and 

male achievements in the three GII dimensions. 

A composite index measuring loss in achievements in three dimensions of human development—reproductive health, empowerment, and 

labour market, due to inequality between genders. 

 

Human Development Index: 

The HDI sets a minimum and a maximum for each dimension, called goalposts, and then shows where each country stands in relation to these 

goalposts, expressed as a value between 0 and 1. 
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