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Violence against women is one 
of the most pervasive human 

 worldwide and 
has enormous costs for women’s 
health, safety and well-being. 
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What are the costs of violence against 
women? And who bears those costs? 

Household Survivor Governments 
& Society

Businesses

Survivors face barriers when they seek help.  
A few examples of these barriers include: 
service providers who minimize the abuse or 
do not believe their story, blame them for the 

The majority of women who experienced 
violence do not receive the full range of services 

and many do not receive any services at all.

“It has been a complex process. 
I could not understand most of 
the legal documents that were 

promiscuous by my employer 
17

“My husband came 
home and he was drunk. 
He was angry at me 
and he picked up the 
coconut scraper and hit 
me hard on my mouth. 
I lost 3 teeth that day 
and luckily I did not lose 
the baby I was carrying.” 
(Tonga)8

“The experience did change me. I had to struggle 
with fear, anger, depression, insomnia, and even 
nausea” (United States)10

all bruised and I couldn’t go to sell the clothes the next 
day. I was embarrassed. My face was bruised, my neck 
was bruised and swollen, he choked me.” (Lao PDR)9

me ‘Why didn’t you simply 

children, why you were asking 
for so many things?’ I thought 
that was an insult. It was me 
who was raped and I had to be 
the one who understands and 
compromises?” (Thailand)17

 

violence reported that they 
missed work and their children 
missed school.13

The annual cost of 
violence against women 

Morocco amounted to 
12

is approximately 
of partner violence.20

In Fiji, in 2002, violence 
against women related 
costs account for an 

GDP.19

In Uganda, the annual cost for hospital 

partner violence-related injuries is 
.11 

In Papua New Guinea, on average, 

of work per year as a result of the 
impacts of gender violence.16

In Vietnam, direct costs 

represent 
monthly income6 and 

survivors earn  
than women not abused.15

Peru businesses lost 70 million 
workdays due to partner 
violence, equivalent to  
of GDP in 2013.14

In Nagpur, India, women had to 
forgo, on average, 
work per violent incident.7

Health care 
systemsFamily Physical and 

mental health 
damages

Social 
services Police costs

Work & Children’s 

Key

Local counsellor

Lawyers

NGO

Social services

Courts

Village

Town police

Survivor

Survivor

Family

Friends

Police

Bank

Health services
POLICE




