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1. Introduction  

The year 2019 was a symbolically important year for the UN in China as it marked 40 years of the 

UN presence in the country. Throughout the year, this occasion was used to celebrate 40 years of 

strong development cooperation with the Government of China (GoC), while at the same time 

reflecting on the next phase of cooperation. It was a strategically important year for other reasons 

as well. Most notably, it was the first year of implementation of the reform of the United Nations, 

which carried with it several significant changes in the ways that the UN in China operates. It was 

also a year during which the UN undertook important review and planning work. At the beginning 

of the year, the UN in China finalized its Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) for China (2016-2020). The recommendations 

coming out of the review led to several changes in the way the country team operates. It also 

informed the preparation of the new UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework 

(UNSDCF) for China (2021-2025), which started in 2019. As part of this process, the UN in China 

conducted a Common Country Analysis (CCA) assessing the development trends that will shape 

China in the next five years, and held a series of strategic consultations with government 

counterparts on the UN's contributions to China’s development in the years ahead. 

2019 was also a significant year for the China as it marked the 70th anniversary of the founding of 

the People’s Republic of China in 1949. Throughout the year, a variety of celebrations and events 

were held to take stock and commemorate the development achievements made over the past 

seven decades, culminating with a grand celebration on October 1st , China’s National Day. During 

the celebration, President Xi Jinping pledged that “China will stay on the path of peaceful 

development, pursue a mutually beneficial strategy of opening up, and continue to work with 

people from all countries to jointly build a community with a shared future for humanity”.1 

On the economic front, China reached a GDP growth of 6.1 percent. 2  This represents a 

continuation of the economic slowdown experienced in recent years. After three decades of GDP 

growth averaging 10 percent, growth levels have now stabilized at around 6 percent, which the 

Government refers to as “the new normal”. According to the IMF, growth in China is projected to 

decline to 1.2 percent in 2020, due to the profound impact of the current COVID-19 pandemic.3 

Tensions with the United States around trade were at the top of the Government economic 

agenda throughout the year. According to China customs data, China’s exports to the USA 

dropped 12.5 percent in 2019 compared with 2018 to USD 418.5 billion amid an intensified trade 

war, and China’s imports from the USA fell to USD 122.7 billion from a level of USD 155.1 billion 

in 2018.4 As the trade war escalated, China faced increasing economic pressures, which slowed 

its economic growth and may further affect the Government’s investment and budget spending 

on social services, environmental protection and other areas to foster sustainable development. 

In January 2020, a “phase one” trade deal was agreed upon, which slightly eased the most urgent 

 
1 Xinhuanet, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/01/c_138442547.htm. 
2 National Bureau of Statistics, http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/zxfb/202001/t20200117_1723591.html. 
3 IMF, World Economic Outlook, April 2020. 
4 General Administration of Customs, 
http://www.customs.gov.cn/customs/302249/302274/302277/302276/2851396/index.html 

 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/01/c_138442547.htm
http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/zxfb/202001/t20200117_1723591.html
http://www.customs.gov.cn/customs/302249/302274/302277/302276/2851396/index.html
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economic pressures on China. However, short-term risks remain due to the fragile global outlook 

and continuing trade tensions.5   

The goal of eliminating extreme poverty in rural areas by the end of 2020 remained a top priority 

on the Government’s development agenda. The poverty rate decreased to 0.6 percent by the end 

of 2019, with an official headcount of 5.51 million people remaining in poverty.6 Despite this great 

achievement, China still has further to go in terms of reaching SDG 1 – End poverty in all its forms 

everywhere — as the Government’s poverty reduction goal is focused on income poverty in rural 

areas. Besides, persistent internal development gaps across urban-rural and inter-regional divides 

and between different population groups are a long-standing problem in China. The 

Government’s goal of shared development, and its ambitious plan to achieve equalization in 

public and social service delivery are aimed at overcoming this problem. 

Now an upper-middle income country, China is undergoing a transition from a development 

model focusing on “high speed growth” to one that places stronger emphasis on “high quality 

development”, promoting coordinated economic, political, cultural, social, and ecological 

advancement. For China, “clear waters and green mountains are as good as mountains of gold 

and silver”, and resource conservation and environmental protection are regarded as two basic 

state policies. Thus, China is continuously increasing its focus on environmental sustainability.  

China is now generating over one third of the world’s wind power, hosting about a quarter of the 

world’s solar capacity, and having eight of the top ten solar panel manufacturers and four of the 

top ten wind turbine makers in the world. Despite having achieved its nationally determined 

contribution targets under the Paris Agreement, China remains the world’s largest source of 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

Internationally, China continued to increase its role as a global player, by increasing investments 

through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and its development assistance through South-South 

Cooperation (SSC).  The highlight of the year was the 2nd Belt and Road Forum (BRF), hosted in 

Beijing in April 2019. The Forum attracted state leaders from 38 countries and heads of 

international organizations including the UN Secretary General (UNSG). The UNSG gave remarks 

at the Opening of the BRF, calling for inclusive, sustainable and resilient development. In his 

meeting with President Xi Jinping, the UNSG expressed his appreciation for China’s support for 

the UN’s work, and the two exchanged ideas on the potential of BRI to align with the 2030 Agenda. 

In addition to the high-level visit by the Secretary General, the UN in China welcomed more than 

40 other high-level UN visitors (see Annex 1). 

 

  

 
5 World Bank, China Economic Update, December 2019.  
6 NBS, http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/202002/t20200228_1728917.html. 

http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/202002/t20200228_1728917.html
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2. UN Presence in China 

Over the past four decades, the UN has maintained a strong development partnership with the 

Government.  The role of the UN in China has evolved over time as China has rapidly developed 

and priorities have changed. When the first UN office opened in 1979, the focus for the UN was 

to provide assistance for basic needs and support the Government’s efforts to build the 

foundation for further growth and development.  During the 1990s, the UN started to help with 

China’s industrialization process and to improve the health and education outcomes of its 

population.  By the 2000s, the UN’s support shifted towards capacity-building and enhancing the 

equity and quality of development, bringing a perspective of social and environmental 

sustainability in its development assistance. Today, the UN is no longer a donor providing 

development assistance for basic needs, but a development partner that can provide advanced 

policy advice and share international experience, with the aim to support China’s implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda and achieve the 17 SDGs. The UN’s work focuses on the most vulnerable 

segments of the population in ensuring that “no one is left behind” as China walks the last mile of 

poverty alleviation and shifts its focus towards high-quality development.  With the aim to 

maximize mutual benefit, the UN is also increasingly working with China on its international 

development cooperation with other developing countries through SSC and initiatives such as the 

BRI.  

Currently, the UN has a large and diverse presence in China, with the presence of twenty-eight 

UN entities in the country (see Annex 2), including the three Bretton Woods Institutions.7 The UN 

entities, excluding the Bretton Woods Institutions, employ more than 550 staff members, with 

national staff accounting for over 80 percent of the total.8 The largest employers are UNICEF and 

UNDP, with a total of 110 and 75 employees respectively.  

In 2019, the UN agencies in China reported a total of USD 150.24 million in programmatic 

expenditures, which represents a decrease compared to 2018 (USD 195.66 million). The 

organization with the largest expenditure was UNDP (USD 35 million), followed by IFAD (USD 34.5 

million), UNIDO (USD 25.79 million) and UNICEF (USD 25.31 million) (see Figure 1). In terms of 

programmatic expenditures by UNDAF Priority Area, Priority Areas 1 and 2 accounted for the 

majority of total expenditures (both 44 percent respectively), while Priority 3 made up only a four 

percent (see Figure 2) 9. Figure 310 shows that 19 percent of the UN’s funding came from UN 

agencies’ own resources; ten percent was funded by the GoC; while the majority came from other 

sources, including trust funds, the private sector, foundations and other organizations and 

governments. 

 
7 International Monetary Fund, International Finance Corporation and World Bank. 
8 UNDSS, data as of 15 January 2019. The staff numbers include all United Nations system staff members, including 
temporary staff, in posts subject to international or local recruitment, consultants and individual contractors. 
9 The reason for the low level of spending under Priority Area 3 is that funds mobilized from China by the UN for South-
South Cooperation activities directly implemented in other countries are not included in the programmatic expenditure 
of the UN in China. 
10 Mostly the programmatic expenditure of IFAD was provided to the GoC in the form of loans, which then actually 
became the Government’s fund. Therefore, to better reflect the funding sources, Figure 3 does not include IFAD’s 
expenditure. 
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In addition to the programmatic expenditures inside China, the UN and the GoC increased 

cooperation in the area of SSC and humanitarian assistance. Several UN agencies received 

government funding from China’s South-South Cooperation Assistance Fund (SSCAF) for projects 

in other developing countries.  It is also important to note that the contribution of the UN in China 

goes beyond the level of expenditures, as most of the support provided comes in the form for 

technical assistance and policy advice.  

Figure 1 UN’s Programmatic Expenditure in China of 2018 and 2019 (USD millions) 
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3. Highlights from 2019  

This section highlights some key milestones of the UN’s strategic work in 2019 including the 

implementation of the UN reform, the development of the UNSDCF, engagement on the BRF and 

the celebration of 40 years of the UN presence in China. 

3.1. Implementation of UN Reform  

Since taking office, the UNSG, Mr. António Guterres, has embarked on a process to reform the 

UN. The aim is to allow the organization to better support countries in implementing the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. In May 2018, the UN General Assembly endorsed the SG’s 

vision of a repositioned UN Development System, including a reinvigorated Resident Coordinator 

System separated from UNDP; a strengthened approach to programming at the country level; a 

new accountability compact between the UN and the Government as well as across members of 

UN Country Teams; and a new funding compact.  

2019 was the first year of implementation of the reform, which brought with it important 

transitions for the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) in China. To prepare for these transitions, 

the UNCT held a retreat in January 2019, during which the UNCT agreed on a local implementation 

plan that outlined the changes necessary in terms of working modalities to respond to the new 

requirements of the reform. The outcome of the retreat was a significant restructuring and 

revamping of the UN inter-agency coordination structure and a change in working modalities.  

To enhance understanding of the reform both internally within the UN agencies as well as among 

partners, the RCO undertook a “roadshow” to present the reform to staff of UN agencies as well 

as Government ministries to enhance awareness of the changes currently taking place within the 

UN.   

The implementation of the reform has been facilitated by the strong support from the GoC, who 

has continued to express commitment to the reform in public statements. The UN Resident 

Coordinator (RC) is recognized as the highest-ranking official of the UN system in the country and 

was invited to present his credentials to President Xi Jinping in August 2019. This was a gesture of 

significant symbolic value as it implied that the level of the RC has been elevated to the same level 

as an Ambassador. The GoC is also increasingly using the Resident Coordinator Office (RCO) as the 

“window” into the UN system. To ensure enhanced accountability between the UN and the GoC 

as envisioned by the UN reform, an annual dialogue has been institutionalized, during which the 

UN system will collectively report on progress in implementing the UNSDCF.   

To fully implement the reform, further changes are needed for the working relations between the 

Government and UN agencies. Specifically, better integration of UN activities would be made 

easier through a less siloed approach. Today, each UN agency has its own counterpart in the form 

of sectoral ministries, from which they directly receive funding. There is a need for a more 

coordinated approach where overall UN programming is centrally agreed and funded through a 

more long-term and predictable funding modality.   
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3.2. Development of a New UN-China Cooperation Framework  

With the UNDAF 2016-2020 coming to an end, the UNCT undertook important strategic and 

analytic work in 2019 to prepare for the new programming cycle. Changing the way Country 

Programmes are developed was one of the cornerstones of the UN Reform, and the UNCT in China 

became one of the first UNCTs in the world to design its Country Programme, UNSDCF, following 

the new guidelines.  The process of designing the UNSDCF kicked off in May 2019 at the UNDAF 

MTR workshop, held between all UN agencies and their respective Government counterparts. The 

first step for the UNCT was to conduct a CCA for China, which assessed China’s progress towards 

achieving the 2030 Agenda and identified the key remaining gaps and bottlenecks, providing a 

strong basis for the UNSDCF development.  To inform the CCA and the UNSDCF in the area of 

gender equality and women’s empowerment (GEWE), the UNCT also undertook a UN System-

wide Action Plan Gender Equality Scorecard exercise. Through the exercise, the UN in China 

reviewed its performance and overall accountability to GEWE and developed action plans to 

improve the UNCT capacity for better promoting GEWE, which were integrated into the UNSDCF. 

Another important part of the design process were the consultations held with Government 

partners and other stakeholders. From June to October, the UNCT held a series of Government 

consultations to identify key development priorities and discuss the role of the UN in China in the 

upcoming programming cycle. These consultations were held bilaterally with China’s Leading 

Group Office on Poverty Alleviation and Development (LGOP), the National Bureau of Statistics 

(NBS), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), and China International Development Cooperation 

Agency (CIDCA). A multi-stakeholder consultation was held in October, which brought together 

all line-ministries working with UN agencies, as well as the central coordination ministries.  

Based on the analytic work conducted and the stakeholder consultations, the UNCT developed a 

UNSDCF centred around three strategic pillars with the following focuses. Final discussions on the 

new UNSDCF will be held with the Government during the first half year of 2020.  

• Strategic Priority Area 1- People and Prosperity: This pillar will address issues related to 

vulnerability and exclusion, and support China’s shift from “high speed growth” to “high 

quality development”, with a focus on building enhanced health and education systems that 

provide higher quality and more equitable services for all throughout the life-course. It will 

also include issues related to building inclusive social protection systems that provide 

adequate levels of assistance, modernizing labour market policies, as well as addressing 

structural inequalities between population groups and geographic areas, including support to 

the Government’s goal of rural revitalization.  

• Strategic Priority Area 2 - Planet: This pillar will address environmental protection in the form 

of greener agricultural practices, management, conservation and protection of natural 

resources and biodiversity and environmental resilience building. It will also address the 

issues related to the transition to a low-carbon and circular economy.  

• Strategic Priority Area 3 - Partnerships: This pillar will focus on China’s partnerships with 

other countries and enhancing the contribution of Chinese investments, lending, and 

international development assistance, to the achievement of the Sustainable Development 

Goals in other countries.  
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3.3. Engagements on the Belt and Road Forum 

In 2019, the GoC hosted the 2nd BRF. The UN took this as an important opportunity to advocate 

for further alignment between BRI investments and projects and the 2030 Agenda and to 

underscore the importance of mainstreaming a sustainability agenda and risk management in 

large scale investments. In his remarks at the opening of the Forum, the UNSG underscored the 

importance of sustainability in BRI investments and pointed out three important opportunities 

related to the BRI. He noted that the world will benefit from a BRI that accelerates efforts to 

achieve the SDGs, that the BRI can contribute to closing the SDG financing gap, if done right, and 

that the BRI could contribute to “greening investments” if investments are decarbonized and 

effective environmental standards universally implemented.  

In preparation for the Forum, the UN in China worked together to define and agree on a joint UN 

approach to the BRI and prepared a common key messaging used by the UN agencies in BRI 

related engagements which led to a more coherent approach to the BRI across different 

organizations. Under the BRI umbrella, the GoC and UN agencies including ILO, UNDP, UNEP, 

UNESCAP-CSAM, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNIDO, UN-Habitat and WHO, together launched three 

initiatives, signed 12 cooperation agreements and established six multilateral cooperation 

mechanisms under the BRF Framework in different development areas (see Annex 3).  

3.4. 40 Years of UN Presence in China  

In 2019, the UN commemorated the 40th anniversary of UN presence in the country. This occasion 

provided an opportunity to take stock of the work of UN agencies in the country over the last four 

decades since the first offices were opened in 1979. It also provided an opportunity to reflect on 

how the role of the UN in China has changed over time and what the role of the UN in China 

should be in the future. Throughout the year a series of activities were carried out, including 

commemoration events, social media campaigns, an interview series with the UNCT, a TV 

documentary produced and aired by China Global Television Network on the UN’s presence in 

China, and a UN in China photo book. The photo book featured milestone activities carried out by 

the UN agencies over the past four decades. The stories featured in the book were also used in a 

social media campaign on the Chinese social media platform, Weibo. The campaign titled "UN 

China 40 Years" reached over 220 million views on the campaign’s main topic page. The stories 

featured in the book were also displayed at a photo exhibition, hosted by the Ministry of 

Commerce. Commemorations of the anniversary culminated in the large-scale UN Day celebration 

held on October 24. The event featured a digital version of the photo exhibition and several 

cultural performances and was attended by over 1,500 of UN China’s partners from government, 

the international community, academia, civil society and the private sector.  
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4. Progress in Implementing the UNDAF 

In 2019, the UNCT continued to support China in line with the three priority areas under the 

UNDAF 2016-2020: 1) Poverty Reduction and Equitable Development; 2) Improved and 

Sustainable Environment; and 3) Enhanced Global Engagement. 

4.1. UNDAF Priority Area 1: Poverty Reduction and Equitable Development 

The UN continued its efforts to support China in reducing poverty, with a focus on supporting the 

Government to help alleviate poverty through rural development and promoting more equitable 

access to and use of public and social services, in particular for vulnerable populations. UN 

agencies took a multidimensional approach to address this issue with programmes/projects and 

activities targeted at supporting diversified aspects of the poverty alleviation agenda, including 

rural and livelihood development and improved access to and use of education, health, nutrition, 

water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), social protection and social services. The sections below 

provide a summary of the UN’s key activities and contributions on reduced poverty and equitable 

development in China, in key areas of UN engagement. 

4.1.1. Rural Development 

In 2019, the UN supported the Government’s goal of rural vitalization and bridging the 

development gap between urban and rural areas, through a range of activities including project 

implementation, capacity-building, and research and knowledge production to inform better 

evidenced-based decision-making.  

Project Implementation 

By implementing projects in rural areas, the UN agencies helped to promote agricultural and 

livelihood development in local communities. The projects also brought social and environmental 

benefits. 

• FAO launched the “Development of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Villages” in 2019, 

implemented in 16 poverty-stricken villages in China. Through the “Internet + Agriculture + 

Finance” model, the project integrated the implementation of China's rural vitalization 

strategy with the 2030 Agenda. The organization also conducted several sustainable 

agricultural development projects in Guizhou, Xinjiang and other provinces by promoting 

ecological agro-practices, which brought both economic and environmental benefits for local 

rural communities.  

• IFAD implemented five projects in poverty areas in Hubei, Jiangxi, Qinghai, Shaanxi, Sichuan 

and Ningxia, with the aim to pilot innovative ideas and effective practices that contribute to 

the government’s strategy of eradicating absolute poverty by 2020, particularly in increasing 

smallholders’ capacity and opportunities to access markets by supporting inclusive value 

chains, specialized farmer cooperatives and agribusiness services conducive to rural youth 

and women.  In 2019, 806,243 persons received assistance from IFAD project services related 

to production, marketing and infrastructure. Business partnerships supported by IFAD 

between target groups and private agro-entities in project areas were fostered through 

public-private joint financed business plans. The Public-Private-Producer Partnership (4P) 

model implemented in IFAD’s investment project provinces started to demonstrate its 
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effectiveness. Meanwhile, working together with UN Women, IFAD’s programmes in Qinghai 

Province aimed to promote gender empowerment through institutional and individual 

capacity-building and income generation support.  

• UN Women worked in seven disaster-prone districts of Qinghai Province to increase women 

farmers’ income security and resilience in a changing climate. Programmes helped build local 

women farmers’ (13,543 participants) capacity on farming, marketing and business 

development skills and supported the development of six women’s associations and 

cooperatives. Moreover, 274 government officials and service providers in the target areas 

were trained to better support women farmers’ economic activities. With enhanced capacity 

and an improved enabling environment, women from these cooperatives became better able 

to increase their business scale and make economic decisions more efficiently, and were 

better prepared to adapt to climate change, gaining more respect from their family and 

community members (see Box 1). UN Women also implemented a project in the Jinsha River 

Valley of Yunnan Province promoting the sustainable economic development of local 

communities who were resettled by the government due to a lack of agricultural land and 

poor living conditions. The project supported the women of Yangla Township to start 

beekeeping businesses, which is regarded as an ecological poverty alleviation industry by the 

local government who provided subsidies to beekeeping households. In 2019, the honey 

cooperative in Yangla was chosen as a “Characteristic Industrial Base” by Yunnan Agricultural 

University. In Benzilan Township, women were trained in carpet weaving through a project 

that helped the women build market linkages and open their own bank accounts. In 2019, a 

Tibetan women's weaving cooperative was established with 17 member households.  

• UNDP contributed to poverty alleviation efforts by improving farmers’ financing and 

marketing accessibility in the three poverty counties of Guang’an and Yilong in Sichuan 

Province and Chengbu in Hunan Province.   CSAM also contributed to these efforts by 

facilitating the donation of agricultural machines to farmer cooperatives in Guang’an and 

Yilong Counties, which helped enhance farmers’ productive capacities and promote 

innovative technologies and the use of agricultural equipment in local communities. 

• In cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, UNESCO supported China’s efforts 

in promoting the national priority programme on “intangible cultural heritage for poverty 

alleviation”. In Shilin City, Yunnan Province, UNESCO supported the local government to pass 

its first countywide industry development plan, centred around supporting the local Yi ethnic 

minority’s Sani embroidery national intangible cultural heritage. UNESCO helped to facilitate 

effective implementation of the plan by setting an institutional arrangement involving 20 

government administrations. Sani embroidery thus became a pillar of the county’s 

burgeoning cultural industry. In Chishui City, Guizhou Province, UNESCO in collaboration with 

the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan, strengthened the capacities of local 

communities to creatively utilize traditional skills in bamboo weaving to add value to the 

regions’ rich bamboo resources, and fostered their entrepreneurship through small grants. 

Beneficiaries established bamboo processing and weaving workstations that generated over 

650 jobs and annual revenues of more than three million CNY, and organized training 

workshops for local persons with disabilities (PWD), women and ethnic minorities that 

benefited over 1,000 people.  
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• Under the auspices of the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM), UNIDO implemented a project 

in Quannan County, Jiangxi Province, to improve the industrial capacity of local farmer 

cooperatives, relevant governmental institutions and lead agricultural enterprises for poverty 

reduction. The project offered technical assistance in the areas of value chain development, 

food safety support to supply markets, and other cross-cutting interventions. Based on the 

successful experiences across many countries, the project helped local communities establish 

targeted vegetable value chains, which enabled farmers to select seedlings meeting market 

requirements. 

• In collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), WFP worked to 

enhance the livelihoods of smallholder farmers in rural areas by supporting farmers to grow 

zinc-enriched potatoes and kiwi. 3,300 poor farmers benefit directly from the intervention. 

WFP provided technical and financial support on these projects to enhance the income-

generating capacity of farmers by adopting a nutrition-sensitive value chain approach and 

giving due attention to enhance farmers’ resilience through a more sustainable food system.  

From where I stand: “Empowering women benefits the entire family and our next 

generation.” 

Tie Lingmei, a farmer of Qiaotou Village of Qinghai Province, used to work as a taxi driver along 

with her husband in the county. One day, she decided to come back and set up an agricultural 

cooperative in her hometown, so as to improve the living conditions for herself and many others 

in her village, and for them to better take care of their families. Although they enjoyed a good 

harvest in the first year, the cooperative later failed due to damages from flooding. 

 At this time, the UN Women came in with 

a project aiming to strengthen Qinghai 

women farmers’ income security and 

resilience in a changing climate. The 

project supported female farmers to build 

up their communities with technologies, 

market information, and new skills and 

knowledge learned in trainings, benefiting 

about 40,000 female farmers. In Qiaotou 

Village, the project helped the women 

form a mutual-aid group, provided them 

with the knowledge and skills on 

operational mechanisms of e-commerce, 

and introduced ecological farming to the 

cooperative.  

Tie Lingmei in her farm field of Qiaotou Village, Qinghai 

Province/UN Women 

As a result, 53 women members of the cooperative benefited from more stabilized and improved 

income. Moreover, the project raised the women’s gender awareness. As Tie Lingmei said, “we 

started to realize for the first time that women are not inferior to men. We have the same rights 

as men do. With our increased incomes, we have more say at home. We can invest more in the 

education of our children. I believe that our next generation will definitely have a better life. 

Empowering women benefits the entire family and our next generation.”  
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Capacity-Building 

UN agencies conducted activities such as study tours and trainings to strengthen farmers’ capacity 

and increase their productivity and incomes. 

• CSAM organized a study tour for farmers and agricultural machinery operators from Longshan 

County, Hunan Province to the China International Agricultural Machinery Exhibition and 

familiarized them with modern agricultural machinery and equipment.  

• FAO and the China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation co-organized two trainings to build the 

capacity of young farmers on agriculture value chain development, multi-channel sales and 

marketing and agricultural product branding. 

• IFAD developed the capacity of close to 100 farmer cooperatives to standardize their business 

operation and governance structures in line with the cooperative law, contributing to the 

government’s pursuit of a similar policy directive.  

• UNIDO, together with MOFCOM and the National Medical Products Administration Institute 

of Executive Development, helped establish the Center of Excellence on Food and Drug 

Supervision in China, which will provide systematic and harmonized capacity-building to food 

inspectors in China and their trainers, in terms of developing a competency-based curriculum 

framework, supporting qualification enhancement, human resource improvement and 

quality management system. 

Research and Knowledge Production 

Through its global networks of international expertise, the UN contributed with cutting-edge 

research to build the evidence base for policy-making.   

• UNDP shaped the discourse on poverty reduction through the publishment of the National 

Human Development Report on poverty reduction progress and its research on universal 

basic income (UBI), both of which explored new dimensions of solving inequality.  

• UN-Habitat engaged young talents and called for innovative solutions towards rural 

vitalization through the International Rural Enabling Innovation Fest, covering 35 small 

villages and communities with 6,153 beneficiary villagers in Wuhan and Ezhou City, Hubei 

Province. As a result, 6 innovative plans with 107 creative strategies and solutions on rural 

planning, industrial development and brand building were developed. 

• Under the framework of the UN Theme Group on Agriculture and Food Security, the three 

Rome-based Agencies (RBAs) FAO, IFAD and WFP jointly initiated an analysis on the rural and 

agricultural sector mapped against progress towards the SDGs, which fed into the CCA and 

the development of the UNSDCF. In the same vein, the RBAs have been developing a position 

paper on the Prospects of Smallholder Farmers in the Context of the Rural Vitalization 

Strategy. The paper is expected to support the work of the three agencies and others in the 

agriculture sector after extreme poverty is eradicated in 2020 as rural vitalization has been 

set as the chief tool to guide the development of agriculture, rural areas and farmers 

livelihoods in the country.   

• The UNCT jointly published “Excellence in Poverty Reduction - Case Studies on Four Decades 

of China-UN Collaboration”, which collected 34 poverty alleviation case studies across the 

four decades of China-UN collaboration and summarized the experiences and achievements 
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in poverty reduction between China and the UN, to be shared with the international 

community. 

Since late 2016, the UNCT has piloted a new way of working together through coordinating 

individual agency activities in a specific geographic location by aligning them under a joint local 

support framework. The collective project in Chengbu County, an ethnic minority area of Hunan 

Province, remained ongoing in 2019.  

• UNDP supported community-based farmer cooperatives with a mutual credit fund, helped to 

link the poorest farmers to e-commerce platforms, and promoted innovate approaches in 

farmers’ businesses. With UNDP’s efforts and contributions, 6,091 families were lifted out of 

poverty. 

• UNIDO launched a project aimed at reducing poverty through the improvement of local 

industrial production and processing capacity, targeting three significant sectors, dairy, 

bamboo and handicraft. By providing technical assistance and training and promoting e-

commerce, project households increased their incomes dramatically.  

4.1.2. Education 

UN agencies targeting different groups and segments of the population worked to improve the 

access, quality and equity of education in China. UNESCO created 70 community learning centres 

across China, providing community members with new opportunities for lifelong learning and 

enhancing their technical and vocational skills that enable livelihood gains. Additionally, UNESCO 

and UNFPA provided joint support in developing the National Technical Guidance on 

Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE), which is the first-ever technical document in China 

that provides standardized and contextualized contents in the provision of CSE for young people. 

UNICEF continued to focus on improving the quality and equity of early childhood education (ECE). 

In collaboration with the Ministry of Education (MOE), UNICEF provided technical inputs to key 

national guidelines, policies and laws, including the drafting of the Early Childhood Care and 

Education Law and the National Kindergarten Teacher Training Guidelines. UNICEF also supported 

ECE demonstration pilots in Shanghai Municipality, Xinjiang and Guangxi Autonomous Regions, 

and Guizhou and Shandong Provinces focused on devising and operationalizing teacher training 

strategies and materials to improve service quality. Collectively, 48,916 children aged 3-6 (22,411 

girls and 26,505 boys) benefited in urban and rural areas. UNICEF also supported the inclusion of 

21st century skills in the curriculum and teacher training resources for vocational education in 

both formal and non-formal settings. The training modules were tested and promoted in schools 

and communities in 28 counties across 13 provinces.  

ILO continued its long-standing cooperation with the Ministry of Human Resources and Social 

Security (MOHRSS) on employment promotion with a focus on quality apprenticeship in 2019. A 

joint ILO-MOHRSS analysis of current practices was carried out with recommendations for 

enhancing enterprise-based apprenticeships, which will be incorporated in a fully- fledged ILO-

MOHRSS programme starting in 2020. Since 2000, ILO has been implementing a training 

programme “Start and Improve Your Business” to promote youth employment, which has 

benefited over 10 million entrepreneurs and potential start-ups and resulted in the creation of 
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millions of new businesses and jobs. In 2019, ILO and MOHRSS jointly “refreshed” the training 

curriculum to focus on e-businesses. 

UN Women worked together with the Bureau of Education of Shangyou County, Jiangxi Province 

in mainstreaming gender equality in elementary education. Six departments of the Shangyou 

County Government collectively issued an Implementation Order of Gender Mainstreaming in the 

Education System at the Elementary and Middle School Level. In addition to school education, the 

Order further requires providing women with training to ensure their employment as part of a 

lifelong learning programme. This good practice can be replicated across China. Moreover, UN 

Women and UNESCO brought the issue of gender-based violence (GBV) to national partners’ 

attention and introduced it into school-based education curricula. 

4.1.3. Health, Nutrition and WASH 

The UN in China supported the Government in addressing health, nutrition and WASH challenges 

across different population groups, particularly for those most vulnerable. 

Health 

The UN pursued a life-course approach to support in realizing a healthy China, targeting the 

diversified needs of different age groups and vulnerable populations through different modalities 

(see Figure 4). 

To increase access to and uptake of quality health information and high-impact child survival 

and development interventions, UNICEF worked with the National Health Commission (NHC) to 

develop the Healthy Family App (HFA), launched in six pilot provinces. The App allows caregivers 

and health professionals to access essential information on health and early childhood 

development (ECD) services through a mobile phone application. The total number of users 

registered reached 291,388 by the end of 2019, including pregnant women and caregivers across 

all pilot areas.  It is expected that this figure will reach 500,000 in 2020. Recently, WHO also 

engaged in this project and worked together with UNICEF on the upgrade of national information 

and the HFA’s functionality.  UNICEF also supported the NHC to integrate and streamline 

information systems relevant to maternal and child health (MCH) in nine provinces, covering 

65,475 health facilities across all tiers of the health system, in an effort to improve service delivery 

and evidence-based decision making.  

UNICEF contributed to raising the profile of adolescent mental health – both through the 

promoting awareness and access to services. A comprehensive adolescent mental health service 

package piloted in 14 counties helped improve adolescents’ awareness of mental health issues 

and encourage adolescents to access mental health services.  More than 1,400 adolescents in 

pilot sites sought mental health counselling services through health facilities, and around 17,000 

adolescents benefited from in-school services. An estimated 310,000 adolescents used the online 

counselling service via the 12320 hotline, corresponding website, Weibo and WeChat accounts. 

To strengthen the evidence base on the adolescent health situation, UNICEF also provided 

technical support to the design and data collection of the National Health Services Survey. The 

survey examined, for the first time, adolescent health issues including gender differences through 
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the collection and analysis of sex-disaggregated data, which will inform the National Adolescent 

Health Strategy. 

Figure 4  UN’s Life-Course Approach for Health Advancement in China 

 

UNFPA put great efforts into promoting integrated and gender-sensitive sexual and reproductive 

health (SRH) services by strengthening the policy environment for all, particularly for women and 

girls with disabilities and young people.  Together with the NHC, UNFPA provided technical 

support to the National Center for Women and Children’s Health on the development of the 

comprehensive “National Strategic Framework for Achieving 2030 Universal Access to Sexual and 

Reproductive Health and Rights in China”, which promotes integrated and quality SRH services to 

the general population and emphasizes addressing SRH service needs for vulnerable populations 

such as women with disabilities, rural-to-urban migrants, unmarried young people, elderly 

women, and women experiencing violence as well as women affected by natural disasters.  

UNFPA also launched a new project to improve the SRH among Vulnerable Populations including 

women and young people from ethnic minorities as well as poor rural residents and persons with 

disabilities in Qinghai and Shanxi provinces. In addition, UNFPA promoted the SRH of women and 
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girls with disabilities through a variety of activities including research, meetings, training 

workshops and policy briefs. It also actively engaged young people in participating in development 

issues around SRH and gender, by creating youth participation platforms and supporting the 2019 

Youth Reproductive Health Survey. As aging is becoming an increasingly prominent challenge for 

China, UNFPA has started to dedicate more attention to this area and has established extensive 

networks with the government and academic agencies in this field. The healthcare of older 

persons will be a focus of UNFPA’s future work. 

ILO, the NHC and the All-China Federation of Trade Unions (ACFTU) developed prevention 

materials to facilitate the implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) on Prevention and 

Control of Pneumoconiosis, which was newly adopted by the Government in September 2019. 

The implementation of the NAP will contribute to reducing the risk of the most widespread 

occupational disease in China, which accounts for nearly 90% of all reported cases of occupational 

diseases. 

WHO worked closely with government counterparts to improve China’s healthcare social safety 

net, reduce health-related financial burdens and promote population health through the 

following five major efforts: 

• As the technical lead, WHO performed a joint international evaluation on the progress of the 

health sector reform launched in 2009. The evaluation found that the reform helped to 

improve people’s access to basic health services without financial hardship and identified a 

set of strategic directions for the future health system development and the implementation 

of the Healthy China 2030 strategy, which were shared with line ministries.  

• WHO supported the law-making process of China’s Basic Healthcare and Health Promotion 

Law by providing strategic advice and international experiences. The Law was ratified and 

adopted in December 2019, and aims to ensure that all of China’s citizens have equal access 

to basic health care services, improve the overall health of its people and build a "Healthy 

China".  

• By providing evidence-based advice and organizing policy roundtables on best practice of 

price negation for the National Healthcare Security Administration (NHSA), WHO contributed 

to the reduction of hepatitis and multiple drug resistant tuberculosis treatment cost, making 

it more affordable to patients. The price reduction was 85 percent for direct-acting antiviral 

agents in the treatment of hepatitis C, and up to over 95 percent for hepatitis B drugs. 

• WHO’s close support contributed to strengthened tobacco control policies, which are 

reflected in the Healthy China Action Plan (2019-2030). As of July 2019, more than 20 cities 

have adopted comprehensive smoke-free measures, covering around 10 percent of China's 

total population. Through strategic communication campaigns and a subnational smoke-free 

movement, social norms in China are shifting as more people are becoming vocal and 

supportive of tobacco control. 

• WHO supported the NHC to develop a strategy for building healthy villages in China, with 

recommendations on development criteria and policy guidance. WHO assisted in the 

development of a Health in All Policy Training module for use at the municipal level to mobilize 

multi-sectoral actions on health and health poverty reduction. A high-level relevant training 

workshop was conducted. 
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Besides individual actions, the UN agencies in China also came together to implement a Joint 

Programme on AIDS, with 10 member agencies, including UNAIDS, ILO, IOM, UNDP, UNESCO, 

UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UN Women and WHO. Under the overall coordination of UNAIDS, the 

programme was planned and conducted jointly by member agencies, with regular reviewing and 

reporting mechanisms in place. In 2019, in partnering with the NHC, the Chinese Centre for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and civil society organizations, the programme achieved 

some significant outcomes:   

• HIV testing and treatment was improved in China with increased awareness of HIV status and 

more and better treatment. Latest data shows that by the end of October 2019, about three 

in four people living with HIV (PLHIV) (958,000) knew their HIV status11, of whom 86.7% were 

on treatment, and 93.5% of those on treatment were virally suppressed. The UN joint 

programme contributed to this by improving China’s HIV data quality, developing national HIV 

self-testing guidelines, campaigning for better awareness of HIV status and advocating for 

better antiretroviral and optimal treatment regimens. 

• The programme of elimination of Mother-To-Child-Transmission (eMTCT) of HIV, syphilis and 

hepatitis B was piloted and received positive impact in three provinces with contributions 

from UNICEF, WHO and UNAIDS through developing an eMTCT working plan, providing 

technical support to build capacity of local health workers, and improving the engagement of 

community-based organizations, especially those working with women living with HIV. 

Additional support was provided in service delivery and facilitating international exchanges 

on best practice and pre-validation exercises.   

• The programme promoted CSE and combination prevention among young people and key 

populations. CSE was officially recognized by the Government and a national CSE guideline is 

in development with support from UNESCO and UNFPA as mentioned above. Based on the 

information and evidence generated from surveys and studies, the joint UN programme team 

put a significant amount of effort in disseminating key information, best practices and 

combination prevention interventions for young people and key populations, and promoting 

Post- & Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis pilots in China. 

Nutrition 

For nutrition, UNICEF’s successful demonstration pilots on “Ying Yang Bao” (YYB) tackled 

childhood micronutrient deficiencies among children aged 6-23 months and influenced the 

NHC’s decision to replicate and scale up these services for pregnant women, mothers and their 

infants. Following the completion of the YYB demonstration pilots, NHC invited UNICEF to provide 

technical assistance to the national scale-up of the YYB programme to all 832 poverty counties. In 

2019, UNICEF strengthened the capacities of health workers to deliver programmes and conduct 

quality assurance, and facilitated the establishment of a monitoring and surveillance system with 

regular results reporting.  

In promoting nutrition-sensitive agriculture in China, FAO co-organized the 2019 International 

Conference on Food and Nutrition with MARA. FAO’s technical consultations at the conference 

will feed into the China Outlines for Food and Nutrition (2021-2035).  

 
11 Cui, Huiyin, Southern Weekly, http://www.infzm.com/contents/171613.  

http://www.infzm.com/contents/171613
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WFP continued its work to reduce malnutrition among children in targeted poverty counties, 

through its pre-school nutrition pilot projects in Hunan and Guangxi Provinces. In 2019, WFP 

provided direct nutritional benefit to more than 4,500 pre-school children in the two provinces 

while creating market access and job opportunities for 94 poor households. WFP’s multi-faceted 

intervention is demonstrating a solution to tackle the problem of hunger and poverty through 

integrated nutrition, education and agriculture development.  

WASH 

To improve children’s access to adequate sanitation in schools, UNICEF’s WASH in Schools 

Project was expanded to 70 primary schools in seven counties in three provinces. Demonstration 

latrine construction was completed in 46 schools. Seven schools received direct financial support 

from UNICEF, benefiting 27,913 children in total, with 13,321 girls who can now access gender-

sensitive toilets with lockable doors that offer privacy and enable girls to adequately-manage their 

menstrual hygiene. The water-saving toilets and handwashing facilities were also designed to 

facilitate access and use by children, including children with disabilities. 

UNICEF’s WASH programme also contributed to the achievement of Outcome 2, promoting a 

clean and safe environment for children through the use of environmentally friendly WASH 

products and innovations (such as water-saving sanitation technology) in schools, health centres 

and communities. This is part of UNICEF’s advocacy and technical support to the country’s “Toilet 

Revolution” promoted by President Xi Jinping.  

WHO also supported China in playing an active role in global SDG implementation and monitoring 

on WASH through completion of a Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-

Water (2019 Survey), with the participation of multiple line ministries and academia. 

4.1.4. Social Protection and Social Services 

The UN in China worked with the Government towards building more inclusive and integrated 

social protection systems and enhanced social service delivery. To respond to the rapidly 

expanding digital economy in China and new forms of employment generated from e-commerce 

platforms, ILO and its Chinese partners promoted policy discussions and research for better 

labour protection, including social protection for gig economy workers, who are mostly excluded 

from the current social insurance system. ILO, the Chinese Academy of Labour and Social Security 

and MOHRSS jointly organized an international seminar on the Future of Labour Law with a view 

of increasing knowledge and understanding of different countries’ approaches to governing new 

and non-standard forms of employment.  

UNICEF supported the development of China’s first-ever Social Assistance Act by providing 

relevant international approaches on policy framing and codification of social assistance systems. 

Working together with the Ministry of Civil Affairs (MCA), UNICEF provided technical assistance 

on the social assistance reform in three pilot sites, highlighting the importance of 

multidimensional poverty measures in beneficiary identification and the multidimensional needs 

of the poor, which helped local authorities build a more inclusive and integrated social assistance 

system. UNICEF also initiated policy dialogues on the standardization of basic public services to 

bridge the urban-rural divide and addressed key financial inequities in the provision of services. 
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UNICEF’s joint analytical work with the Ministry of Finance (MOF) informed technical 

consultations on the ongoing reform of the social assistance system, particularly on how the 

system for Dibao (minimum living standard guarantee programme) standard settings at the 

subnational level can be improved in terms of efficiency and sustainability.  

 

UNICEF also worked in promoting community-based services for children through the Barefoot 

Social Worker (BFSW) model and Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) model. By the end of 2019, UNICEF 

provided technical and financial support to the BFSW model in 120 villages in five provinces, 

benefiting over 130,000 children, who received a variety of services including assistance with 

household registration, access to social assistance, and referral for child protection services. 

Simultaneously, UNICEF provided technical support to MCA to ensure that the ongoing national 

How Learning Chinese Folk Music Helped a Child Build Confidence 

With the support of UNICEF and the National 

Working Committee on Children and Women, 

a Child Friendly Space (CFS) was opened in a 

community in Dianjiang County of Chongqing 

Municipality in 2017 and provided a variety of 

services to children in the community, which 

brought life-changing benefits to them. Music 

class was one of most popular activities among 

the children. Xiaolin is one of the children 

benefiting from the space. He was drawn to the 

centre to read and borrow books at first but was 

always alone and didn’t talk much. Things 

began to change when he started attending 

music classes. 

The CFS invited a Chinese folk music artist, 

Mr. Long, to teach children how to play the 

flute and the suona, an instrument resembling 

a trumpet. Xiaolin was very interested and 

started attending the class. He practiced very 

hard and has learned to play over 80 songs. He 

even set a goal to learn the “Song of Phoenix”, 

a tune that requires exceptional skills.  

Xiaolin had been a shy boy and felt 

uncomfortable expressing himself, but has 

now made friends at the CFS and is more open 

with people. The change in Xiaolin makes his 

mother happy. Xiaolin has decided to continue 

his journey with the suona and apply for music 

college when he finishes high school. “My 

dream is to promote Chinese folk music, and 

help more people appreciate the suona.”, 

Xiaolin said. 

“I like the suona. It is loud and 

cheerful. Every time I learn to 

play a new song, it gives me a 

sense of accomplishment. If I 

can’t learn it well, all I need to do 

is to practice even harder.” 

Xiaolin in the Child Friendly Space reading and learning 

Suona/UNICEF 
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scale-up of township-level Child Welfare Supervisors and village-level “BFSW-like” Child Directors 

translates into improved community-level child protection and welfare services across the 

country. To date, 45,000 townships have Child Welfare Supervisors and 620,000 villages have 

appointed Child Directors. Moreover, UNICEF supported the full operation of five provincial 

Technical Support Hubs to provide quality assurance, monitoring and capacity development of 

126 CFS to improve the quality and coverage of integrated community-based services, which 

included play, ECD, parenting education, psychosocial support and referral services (see Box 2). 

 

4.2. UNDAF Priority Area 2: Improved and Sustainable Environment 

The UN continued to support China in improving its environment and promoting sustainable 

green growth and compliance with international environmental treaties and standards, through 

four main approaches (see Figure 5) plus the promotion of sustainable urban planning.  

Figure 5   UN’s Four Main Approaches to Improved and Sustainable Environment 
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national environmental policies, legislation and regulatory frameworks. UNEP supported China in 

implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Montreal Protocol on 

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the Minamata Convention on Mercury and the Basel, 

Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (BSR) chemical convention cluster. UNEP worked closely 

with the Government in the lead-up to the 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to 

the CBD in 2020 and co-organized the Asia Pacific Regional Meeting for the 2019 BSR COP held in 

Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.  UNEP also supported China Customs in its key role in enforcing 

transboundary waste movement and the control of the illegal trade of ozone-depleting 

substances (ODS) and wildlife. Moreover, it cooperated with the Supreme People’s Court of 

China to support its judicial commitment to environmental rule of law. This included training of 

over 500 judges and prosecutors and the sharing of China’s environmental cases to a global 

audience in UNEP’s online environmental law platforms. Ten representative environmental cases 

from China were included in the UNEP global database of environmental cases. 

With funding from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the Multilateral Fund for the 

Montreal Protocol (MLF), UNIDO continued to implement large-scale norm-implementing 

projects and assisted China in meeting its obligations under three MEAs, including the Montreal 

Protocol, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POP) and the Minamata 

Convention on Mercury.  

• In 2019, the project on “HCFC Phase-out Management Plan in Room Air conditioner Sector in 

China” was successfully completed. It helped to convert air conditioner manufacturers’ 

production to ensure that China reach full compliance with the Montreal Protocol’s control 

measures. As of the end of 2019, the project aiming to clean up China's refrigeration and air 

conditioning sector phased out over 10,000 tons of ODS, reduced pollutants equivalent to 33 

million tons of CO2 in total and helped the companies increase energy efficiency by up to 12 

percent.  

• The “Review and Update of the National Implementation Plan (NIP) under the Stockholm 

Convention” project also finished successfully with support from the Ministry of Ecology and 

Environment (MEE). The updated NIP was endorsed and submitted by the GoC to the COP of 

the Stockholm Convention. The project also built up China's national capacity for POP 

management.  

• The project on “Demonstration of Mercury Reduction and Minimization in the Production of 

Vinyl Chloride Monomer in China” continued to reduce the risks to human health and the 

environment emanating from exposure to industrial production of vinyl chloride monomers, 

with a goal to achieve a 50 percent reduction of mercury use in per unit production by the 

year 2020 compared with 2010. In addition, a project to improve the “Environmental 

Performance of the Foam Sector: Phase out and Management of Hexabromocyclododecane 

in China” was started in 2019.  

UNDP supported the revision of the regulations and acts on ODS led by the State Council and 

promoted ODS elimination measures reaching 1,175 manufacturers. 
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4.2.2. Strengthening of Climate Change Resilience/Adaptation and Clean Air Action  

The UN in China made significant strides in strengthening China’s capacity on climate change 

resilience and adaptation as well as clean air action. On emissions reduction, UNDP supported 22 

provinces to take forward LED market transformation to reduce emissions and improve energy 

efficiency. The first green logistics index was introduced with 400 enterprises joining. As a result, 

a total of more than 5,000 Fuel Cell Vehicles and 30 Hydrogen Refueling Stations provided clean 

mobility solutions. UNDP supported the establishment of the world’s 1st Hydrogen Economy 

Vocational Training Institute for future-based clean tech employment. Governments and 

companies from 15 countries (including six from the Global South) shared experience/interest in 

decarbonization through hydrogen technologies. By the end of 2019, UNDP helped eliminate 

8,450 tons of ODS by upgrading 36 production lines of 19 enterprises and in 18 projects to reduce 

a further 2,600 tones. As noted above, UNIDO’s HCFC Phase-out Management Plan also 

significantly contributed to the reduction of ODS. 

UNEP provided technical support to the Nature-Based Solutions (NBSS) workstream co-led by 

China and New Zealand, as one of the most fruitful outcomes of the UN Climate Action Summit 

convened by the UNSG in September 2019. Building on the momentum to scale-up, the NBSS 

Coalition shared 200 initiatives and best practices. Additionally, UNEP published a report on 

“Synergizing Action on the Environment and Climate – Good Practice in China and Around the 

Globe” to highlight synergies between de-carbonization and detoxification efforts, and  another 

report on “Review of 20 Years Air Pollution Control in Beijing” to share good practices of air quality 

improvement with the international community. 

UNEP worked to promote modern district energy system in cities. It supported Xi’an City’s 

Chanba District to transform its outdated heating system towards a modern, integrated and 

sustainable system by reviewing its energy demand and supply. It has also been helping the 

district to develop a clean heating plan, contributing to the national and provincial clean heating 

and air pollution and CO2 emission reduction goals.  UNEP’s advice gained from the district energy 

project was incorporated into the Action Plan on Green and Efficient Refrigeration, jointly issued 

by the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) and six other ministries of China, 

which set the targets for energy efficiency of household refrigeration by 2022.  

The agriculture and food-related UN agencies continued to promote climate-smart agriculture 

practices in China. IFAD projects introduced measures to protect agriculture assets and activities 

to reduce or eliminate the impact of extreme climate events and protect the income of 

smallholder farmers and producers. This includes the promotion of alternative drought-resistant 

and/or salinity-tolerant crops and the use of film mulching practices and greenhouses. The 

organization also promoted new techniques such as drip irrigation systems and check dams to 

save water and improve water efficiency and conservation. The development and rehabilitation 

of irrigation schemes also increased small-holder farmers’ resilience to climate change impacts by 

improving irrigation water supply continuity and reliability. In some IFAD projects, innovative 

irrigation design sought to address water shortages and the impact of drought due to climate 

change, and resulted in an increase in water efficiency by 10%.  
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CSAM launched an initiative on Integrated Straw Management to address the issue of straw 

burning, a key source of air pollution and soil impairment. In 2018, CSAM started a pilot in Laixi 

City, Shandong Province to analyze and demonstrate technologies for using straw as fertilizer, 

fodder and energy source in order to help reduce straw burning. The pilot project contributed to 

improving current practices in the utilization of straw residue and discouraged straw burning, thus 

supporting climate-smart agriculture.  As mentioned under Priority Area 1, FAO and WFP have 

also been promoting climate-smart agriculture through policy advocacy, information exchange 

and pilot projects to increase China’s adaptation capacity to climate change.  

To enhance China’s capacity in managing the health impacts of environmental risks, WHO 

organized a policy roundtable jointly with NDRC on household air pollution, conducted a research 

on the health impacts of household air pollution, and generated evidence-based policy 

recommendations to the Government. The roundtable was organized in a timely way to inform 

the revision of a national standard on indoor air quality. Besides, WHO provided critical inputs to 

the development of other important national standards and guidelines including for drinking 

water standards, and delivered key public messages regarding air pollution and health. The 

organization also supported the NHC to develop a strategy for BRI cooperation on environmental 

health, and supported China's participation to the 1st Global Conference on Air Pollution and 

Health to share China's experience internationally. 

Similarly, UNICEF supported the sharing of experiences, technological innovations and policy 

standards on environmental health and air pollution, including supporting the China Conference 

on Environmental Health and International Symposium on Air Pollution, Climate Change and 

Health in Shenzhen, and supporting two participants from the CDC and NHC to participate in an 

international conference on air pollution and health in Mongolia. Moreover, UNICEF provided 

support to the Government in developing a national action plan for children’s environmental 

health, which will provide a national strategy on how to address environmental issues in relation 

to children’s health and development in China. 

4.2.3. Shift to a Circular Economy 

The UNCT has been consistently supporting China’s shift to a circular economy. In the past year, 

UNEP facilitated the development of the circular economy in several Asian countries, including 

China, through capacity-building and pilot demonstration. Activities included training young 

professionals from the public and private sectors to increase their knowledge and skills, and 

inspiring action towards more sustainable consumption and production (SCP) practices.  The case 

studies of China’s experiences from its eco-industry parks were compiled as a significant circular 

economy model, which was shared to future policy makers in other Asian developing countries. 

The organization also conducted studies on the regional environment outlook and shared key 

findings with a wide range of stakeholders including Chinese policy makers, researchers, 

practitioners and youth. The assessment undertaken by UNEP on the resource efficiency profile 

of Dongguan, a typical manufacturing city in Guangdong Province, provided a science-based 

methodology for policy and decision-making for Dongguan’s local government, as well for the 

international community to support.  
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UNEP actively engaged with key think tanks and high-level policy consulting platforms to advocate 

for SCP and provided advice for mainstreaming it into national policies, regulatory frameworks 

and sectoral practices.  

• Jointly with its partners, UNEP reviewed and outlined the current policy framework of 

sustainable consumption in China and proposed policy recommendations with a focus on 

sustainable public procurement.  

• UNEP worked with the Chinese Academy of Engineering in developing policy 

recommendations on sustainable consumption and submitted these to the State Council.  

• UNEP supported the sustainability of a “green” Winter Olympics in 2022 through its advisory 

committee to advocate for the integration of suppliers, service providers, partners and other 

stakeholders. UNEP advised the 2022 Winter Olympics Organizing Committee to mobilize the 

business sector, in particular airline and logistics companies, to integrate sustainable 

consumption principles into their business operation systems, for example in the reduction 

of single-use plastics and plastic waste. 

UNDP and UNIDO also played a significant role in promoting circular economy. In 2019, UNDP 

contributed to the dismantling and processing of 11.92 million pieces of e-waste, the recycling 

of 35,760 tons of PBDE-containing plastics and the disposition of 12,500 tons of CRT leaded glass. 

UNIDO also made some significant achievements in the environment and energy field. 

• Together with the International Centre on Small Hydropower, UNIDO published technical 

guidelines for the development of international standards for small hydropower plants, which 

addressed current limitations in regulations for small hydropower plant building by applying 

expertise and best practices from across the globe. 

• UNIDO completed the implementation of the project on development of corporate social 

responsibility (CSR), which enhanced the capacities of the China Construction Industry 

Association to develop CSR strategies, standards and guidelines for construction companies 

in China. It thus supported 20 enterprises to receive new certifications and contributed to the 

approval or enactment of two CSR laws and policies in the construction sector.  

• Together with MOFCOM, UNIDO published the International Guidelines for Industrial Parks, 

which provides step-by-step advice on the planning, development and operation of industrial 

parks for different stakeholders, including industrial park regulators, developers, operators, 

tenants, partners and financial institutions. The publication filled an existing gap in the area 

of industrial park development and management, set basic international standards and 

served as a tool to promote international best practices, in compliance with health, safety, 

energy management, and environmental safeguarding standards. 

A green industry progress index was developed under the Partnership for Action on the Green 

Economy (PAGE) with the involvement of UNEP, UNDP, ILO and UNITAR. This index allows China’s 

provinces to benchmark their environmental performance. Besides, PAGE and MEE co-organized 

two national seminars separately in Beijing and Suzhou to examine national and international 

practices in green economy and growth, with a special focus on promoting green jobs in eco-

industrial parks, and international frameworks and toolboxes to support the transition to a 

circular economy. 
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4.2.4. Protection of Biodiversity and Natural Habitats 

UN agencies were actively involved in the protection of biodiversity and natural habitats in China. 

UNDP supported the Government in the establishment of the Wetland Protection Information 

Platform to reduce information management barriers and facilitate knowledge-sharing amongst 

stakeholders. Residents of 10 key biodiversity regions benefited from China’s commitment and 

achievements on improved ecosystem and biodiversity, with CNY 36 billion of government 

funding leveraged since the end of 2016. UNDP has also been supporting the drafting of China’s 

Biosecurity Act to better safeguard China’s biosecurity. 

In Hubei Province, UNEP’s GEF Project promoted the expansion and improvement of biodiversity 

conservation and sustainable use of natural resources in the greater Shennongjia Forestry 

District and Natural Reserve. UNDP also supported the China Council of International Cooperation 

on Environment and Development in research on biodiversity, climate, ecological civilization, and 

green transition. 

The rural infrastructure development activities funded by IFAD were planned with a view of 

minimizing natural asset degradation. IFAD also promoted the use of waste and livestock manure 

to produce organic fertilizers and the production and use of organic agricultural inputs free from 

chemicals and pesticides among the enterprises, cooperatives and farmers. These practices 

helped eliminate agrochemical use and benefited the environment. Farmers and agro-businesses 

also became increasingly aware of the potential environmental impacts of farm production and 

processing. 

In alignment with China’s national development priority of constructing an ecological civilization 

and encouraging nature education in protected areas, UNESCO strengthened its efforts at the 

Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries World Heritage site through mainstreaming sustainable 

beekeeping practices, biodiversity protection and nature education with local development 

agendas. 358 local villagers (93 women and 265 men) were trained in sustainable beekeeping and 

two local cooperatives strengthened their capacity of self-governance. More than 200 local 

villagers were mobilized to undertake citizen biodiversity monitoring using smart phones, infrared 

cameras and other equipment, to better document and preserve natural resources at risk. 

FAO continued to manage a large portfolio of nine GEF projects, which contributed to biodiversity 

conservation, ecosystem threat mitigation, ecosystem monitoring and evaluation, protected area 

management, alternative/sustainable livelihoods and sustainable agriculture development, and 

environmental education and capacity-building in freshwater, forest, and wetland ecosystems. 

FAO consistently promotes sustainable agricultural development for enhanced environment and 

has three on-going Technical Cooperation Programmes with the objective to mainstream agro-

ecological practices in the field, including on integrated pest management in Guizhou Province, 

soil health management in Xinjiang Autonomous Region, and green rice development on 

Chongming Island, Shanghai Municipality. UNDP also implemented a sustainable agriculture 

project piloting key endosulfan alternative technologies across 42,000 hectares of farmland. 

To further strengthen the veterinary epidemiology capacity in China, FAO in partnership with 

MARA continued to implement the China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians 
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(CFETPV) in the country. The CFETPV graduates became an important technical force to fight 

against transboundary animal diseases (TADs) in the past year.  

The UN Theme Group on Agriculture played an important role in promoting and communicating 

information on environmental protection and sustainable growth from agricultural 

perspectives. In 2019, information sharing sessions were organized on the topics of the 2019 No. 

1 Central Document of China, African Swine Fever, Agroecology and Family Farming, Digital 

Agriculture, Climate Change and SSC. Since September 2019, the group has compiled and 

disseminated a regular China Policy Brief on Agriculture and Food Security that collects current 

topical news and issues from open sources to inform the theme group members and support their 

work. By the end of 2019, 15 Briefs had been collected and shared among the group.  

The UN Results Group on Environment and Climate Change brought different organizations 

together to support their participation in the 2019 Beijing Horticultural Expo. The UNESCO garden 

won the Gold Award for International Outdoor Gardens and attracted a total of more than 

200,000 visitors, who learned about green development and the SDGs. The FAO garden was 

the winner of the Gold Award for International Indoor Area. 

4.2.5. Promotion of Sustainable Urban Planning 

UN-Habitat and UNICEF have further strengthened collaboration in supporting the development 

of child friendly cities (CFC). Both agencies provided technical support towards the Spatial 

Planning Guidelines for developing a CFC in Wuhan which was endorsed by the local authorities 

who officially committed to building Wuhan into a CFC. Additionally, UN-Habitat and a number of 

Chinese Hi-Tech and AI companies together launched the UN-Habitat China Future Cities Council 

(CFCC) and endorsed the First Future Cities Advisory Outlook in 2019. CFCC is an advisory initiative 

of Chinese technology leaders in support of the implementation of the SDGs and the New Urban 

Agenda through technological development.  

 

4.3. UNDAF Priority Area 3: Enhanced Global Engagement 

A growing area of work for the UN in China is supporting China in its international engagements. 

The work of the UN in this area aims to enhance alignment between China’s investments and 

South-South Cooperation with the 2030 Agenda. Furthermore, the UN in China acts as a bridge 

and facilitator between China and development partner countries.  

4.3.1. South-South Cooperation 

A main vehicle for the UN’s engagement with China on SSC is the SSCAF, established by the GoC 

in 2015 and operationalised in 2017. The Fund is overseen by CIDCA and administered on CIDCA’s 

behalf by the China International Center for Economic and Technical Exchanges (CICETE) under 

MOFCOM.  In 2019, through the mobilization and coordination of UN agencies in China, the GoC 

provided humanitarian and development assistance to more than 30 countries, with a total 

funding amount of over USD 70 million.  
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Table 1 List of Humanitarian Assistance and Development Cooperation Projects of 2019 

UN 
Agencies 

Project Names  
Partner 

Countries 
Funding 

Amount (USD) 
Objectives 

Humanitarian Assistance 

IOM 
Humanitarian assistance to 
conflict-affected population in 
north-east Nigeria 

Nigeria     1,051,329  
Provide humanitarian assistance to 
conflict-affected people 

UNDP 
Post Disaster Restoration 
Project of the Impact of 
Cyclone Idai 

Malawi 

5,000,000 

Support post disaster recovery 
after Cyclone Idai and assist to 
reconstruct homes and community 
facilities including schools and 
markets to help women, men and 
children build back better after the 
disaster and to ensure that no one 
is left behind 

Mozambique 

Zimbabwe  

UNFPA 
Support for Women and Girls 
affected by Tropical Cyclone 
Idai 

Mozambique 
    2,740,000  

Provide emergency obstetric and 
neonatal care in cyclone-affected 
areas Zimbabwe  

UNICEF 

Project of Providing 
Humanitarian Assistance for 
Populations Impacted by 
Cyclone Idai 

Malawi  

5,000,000 

Provide emergency health facilities 
and hygienic supplies for affected 
families and children, and to help 
restore basic medical services, 
prevent post-disaster epidemics 
and strengthen post-disaster 
disease surveillance 

Mozambique 

Zimbabwe  

WFP 

WFP Republic of Congo 
Country Strategic Plan 

Republic of 
the Congo 

    3,000,000  

Provide emergency food assistance 

WFP Dominican Republic 
Country Strategic Plan 

Dominican 
Republic 

        900,000  

WFP Lesotho Country 
Strategic Plan 

Lesotho     1,000,000  

WFP Mozambique Country 
Strategic Plan 

Mozambique     5,000,000  

WFP Namibia Country 
Strategic Plan 

Namibia     1,000,000  

WFP Yemen Country Strategic 
Plan 

Yemen     2,000,000  

WFP Zimbabwe Country 
Strategic Plan 

Zimbabwe   10,000,000  

WHO 
Emergency Response to the 
Ebola Virus Disease Outbreaks 

Burundi 

2,000,000 
Help to effectively prevent and 
control Ebola outbreak in the long 
term 

Democratic 
Republic of 
the Congo 
(DRC) 

Rwanda 
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South Sudan 

Uganda 

Other Development Cooperation Projects 

FAO 

Up-scaling the FAO-China 
South-South Cooperation 
Programme through 
Triangular Cooperation with 
the Government of the 
Netherlands (Part I) 

Ethiopia  

    3,000,909  

Contribute to upgrading the 
capacity of the FAO Reference 
Centers in China to better support 
the capacity development for the 
FAO-China SSC Programme and in 
support of the implementation of 
the Growth Transformation Plan 
(GTP) phase II (2016-2020) in 
Ethiopia.  

The 

Netherlands 

Technical Assistance under 
SSC with the People’s Republic 
of China in Support of the 
Agricultural Sector Strategic 
Plan in the Republic of Uganda 
(Phase 3) 

Uganda     2,389,138  

Contribute to ensuring food and 
nutrition security, income 
generation and improved 
livelihoods for people in Uganda  

ILO 

ILO/China Project on 
Strengthening Skills 
Development South-South 
and Triangular Cooperation 

Lao PDR 

1,000,000 
Strengthen public employment 
services and youth employment 

Cambodia 

Myanmar  

IFAD 

Local Production of Fortified 
Cassava Flour in the Bouenza 
Department in the Republic of 
the Congo 

Republic of 
the Congo 

492,437 

Establish a framework and 
evidence-based business plan for 
the production of fortified cassava 
flour and sales of the products in 
national and regional markets 

Freshwater Aquaculture 
Improvement Project in 
Odisha, India 

India 490,200 

Introduces low-cost subset of 
freshwater aquaculture 
technologies and is targeting a 20 
percent average increase in 
productivity for an initial set of 
farmers as proof of concept. 

Small-scale Dryers for Post-
harvest Management 
Enterprises in Africa 

Ghana 

500,000 

Facilitate the adaptation and 
downstream availability of food 
dryer technology already available 
in China and to demonstrate its 
applicability in the African context. 

Kenya 

United 
Republic of 
Tanzania 

Enhancing the National Rural 
Youth Service Corps 
(NARYSEC) Programme’s 
Knowledge Base and Expertise 
to Promote Youth 
Employment/ 
Entrepreneurship in Rural 
Communities 

South Africa 400,000 

Strengthen the capacity, 
knowledge base and expertise of 
the NARYSEC in promoting youth 
employment and entrepreneurship, 
and upgrade it to a centre of 
excellence in the Southern Africa 
region 
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Effective South-South 
Cooperation in Agriculture to 
Unleash the Transformative 
Power of the Agriculture 
Sector for Inclusive 
Development in Pakistan 

Pakistan 500,000 

Establish and operate an effective 
knowledge generation and sharing 
platform to provide customized 
assistance for Pakistan to unleash 
the transformative power of the 
agriculture sector for the country’s 
inclusive development 

Promoting Sustainable Cage 
Aquaculture in West Africa 

Ghana 

500,000 

Empower and transform the 
livelihoods of smallholder farmers 
in West Africa through enhanced 
China-Africa application of 
knowledge, sustainable 
technologies and expertise in cage 
aquaculture 

Nigeria 

Learning from South-South 
and Triangular Cooperation in 
Project Design for Better 
Results and Greater 
Sustainability 

Cambodia 

250,000 

Improve knowledge about how to 
better incorporate SSTC into IFAD 
project design across different 
countries and regions 

Ethiopia 

Mozambique 

Nigeria 

Pakistan 

Senegal 

ILO 

South-South Cooperation to 
Enhance the Institutional 
Capacities of Trade Unions in 
Asia and the Pacific 

Asia-Pacific 
Region 

1,000,000 

Enhance the core capacities of 
trade unions and workers’ 
organization for the promotion and 
implementation of SDGs 5, 8, and 
13 and reinforcement of the critical 
roles of social dialogue and 
tripartism 

UNDP 

Sustainable Investment 
Promotion Facility Project 

Ethiopia 1,000,000 

Strengthen institutional 
frameworks and build capacity in 
Ethiopia towards the leveraging of 
sustainable investments, in order 
to improve the overall investment 
climate to attract and sustain 
foreign investments that respond 
to the country’s national 
development priorities and local 
need 

Towards decent work for 
persons with disabilities in 
Turkmenistan: transforming 
social enterprises into 
meaningful training and 
employment opportunities 

Turkmenistan 1,440,000 

Increase employment and income 
generation opportunities among 
PWD in Turkmenistan through 
vocational training and job creation 
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UNIDO 
Support for the integrated 
agro-industrialization process 
in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia 3,450,538 
Promote sustainable agro-industrial 
development 

UNICEF 
Maternal, Newborn and Child 
Health Projects in eight 
African countries 

DRC 

8,000,000 
Support maternal, newborn and 
child health projects 

Ethiopia 

Kenya 

Niger 

Nigeria 

Sierra Leone 

Sudan 

Zimbabwe 

UNFPA 

Improving Women’s Health in 
Sierra Leone: Reaching 
Vulnerable Women with High-
risk Pregnancies and 
Supporting the Prevention and 
Treatment of Cervical Cancer 

Sierra Leone 2,000,000 
Improve MCH and reduce cervical 
cancer 

UN-
Habitat 

Urban Development Plan for 
Kirtipur, Nepal (2019-2035)  

Nepal         100,000  
Develop the “Integrated 
Development Plan of Kirtipur 
(2018-2035) 

WFP 

Trust Fund for South-South 
and Triangular Cooperation 

Ecuador 

1,500,000 Provide support to projects 
Sri Lanka 

Kenya 

Republic of 
the Congo 

WFP Lesotho Country 
Strategic Plan 

Lesotho         450,000  

Food Security and Nutrition 
Programmes 

WFP Republic of South Sudan 
Country Strategic Plan 

South Sudan         500,000  

WFP Timor-Leste Country 
Strategic Plan 

Timor-Leste         550,000  

Immediate Response Account 
WFP (HQ-
Rome) 

        500,000  
Support emergency management 
and assisting developing countries 

Junior Professional Officer 
Programme 

WFP (HQ-
Rome) 

        200,000  
Support Junior Professional Officers 
and secondments from China 

Purchase for Progress 
Programme 

WFP (HQ-
Rome) 

    1,500,000  
Support Purchase for Progress 
Programme 

Trust Fund for South-South 
and Triangular Cooperation 

WFP (HQ-
Rome) 

    1,500,000  
Support projects in Ecuador, Sri 
Lanka, Kenya, and Republic of the 
Congo 
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Other activities related to SSC are summarized below: 

IFAD joined the China MOF and seven multilateral banks12 in signing a MoU to collaborate on 

establishing the Multilateral Cooperation Center for Development Finance, a platform to 

promote high-quality infrastructure and connectivity investments in developing countries. In 

addition, the organization launched the second round call for proposals for the China-IFAD South-

South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) Facility, which was initiated with MOF in 2018, with an 

initial contribution of USD 10 million from MOF. The Facility builds on IFAD’s outreach to the 

poorest people in the most remote rural areas, and has so far supported programmes in all of 

IFAD’s operational regions on South-South knowledge generation and sharing for water 

conservation, rural youth innovation, bamboo production and transformation, and rural business-

to-business linkages. Last year, the Facility committed to providing USD 3.13 million to support 

seven awarded SSTC projects as listed above.  

WFP succeeded in mobilizing USD 7.6 million from MARA for programmes in China (see Table 1), 

Ecuador, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Republic of the Congo, South Sudan, Lesotho and Timor-Leste, as well 

as for the Junior Professional Officer Programme and the Immediate Response Account, which is 

the advance-funding mechanism for emergencies of WFP. The organization also signed a MoU 

with the Ministry of Emergency Management (MEM) to strengthen China’s global engagement 

and capacity on emergency preparedness and response.  

In 2019, FAO celebrated the 10th anniversary of the FAO-China SSC Trust Fund in Uganda with the 

theme of "Inspiration, Inclusion and Innovation". Officials and experts gathered to discuss the 

results, innovations and lessons learned over the first 10 years of the FAO-China SSC Programme 

and developed a new vision for the future, which identified the digitalization of agriculture and 

use of digital platforms to assist farmers and producers as a priority and recognized the 

importance of financial services to help the rural poor increase their income and move out of 

poverty in line with the SDGs. Besides SSC, FAO has been developing projects under the new 

modality of triangular cooperation. For example, a project on aquaculture value chain 

development in selected regions of Ethiopia was launched in 2019, which demonstrated the 

triangular cooperation among China, Ethiopia and the Netherlands. 

FAO also played an important role in strengthening partnerships and building collaboration on 

TADs and emerging infectious diseases (EIDs) with several of China’s neighbours including Lao 

PDR, Myanmar and Viet Nam. The multilateral collaboration mechanisms between China and 

other countries in Southeast Asia led to greater mutual trust and growth in combining 

epidemiological, social and economic approaches to better understand and subsequently reduce 

the potential risks of TADs transmission.  

In cooperation with MARA, CSAM continued to implement the initiative of the Asian and Pacific 

Network for the Testing of Agricultural Machinery, which was featured as a South-South Good 

Practice on “South-South Galaxy”– the global knowledge-sharing and partnership-brokering 

platform launched on the UN Day to highlight SSC. 

 
12 ADB, AIIB, CAF, EBRD, EIB, IADB, and WB 
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UNIDO signed an agreement with Ethiopia and China to further strengthen collaboration on 

improving the agricultural system in Ethiopia, in particular in the area of livestock value chain 

development. This agreement will support Ethiopia in creating a modern and a highly productive 

agriculture system, promote bilateral trade between Ethiopia and China, and facilitate 

knowledge-sharing on relevant best practices, regulations and technical standards. 

With the financial support of MOHRSS, ILO launched a new SST initiative in Lao PDR, Cambodia 

and Myanmar with the objective of strengthening public employment services and youth 

employment in the three countries. The ILO Bureau for Workers’ Activities started a project on 

“South-South Cooperation to Enhance the Institutional Capacities of Trade Unions in Asia and the 

Pacific” for more effective workers’ participation, with the financial support of the ACFTU. 

UNFPA has been working with China to support maternal and women’s health in developing 

countries, and facilitated support from CIDCA for improving women’s health in Sierra Leone, with 

a focus on reaching vulnerable women with high-risk pregnancies and on the prevention and 

treatment of cervical cancer.  

UNICEF has been strengthening its public, private and innovative partnerships with China, to 

leverage China’s innovations, solutions and resources for children around the world. It provided 

assistance and mobilized resources from CIDCA to support maternal, newborn and child health 

programmes in eight African countries, including the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, 

Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Sudan and Zimbabwe. 

UNHCR China stepped up its central role in streamlining engagement with China on issues related 

to global forced displacement and facilitating China’s growing engagement in international fora 

like the Global Refugee Forum. Notably, China’s position paper circulated at the UN General 

Assembly made explicit reference to China’s activities for refugees. 

With its unique role as the Asia-Pacific Regional Sub-office in Beijing, ICAO worked to improve the 

regional route network and the management of traffic flows to reduce flight delays in the region. 

Through the implementation of regional programmes, ICAO helped to create an environment for 

the harmonization and advancement of safety oversight policies, procedures and regulations and 

support the training of flight procedure designers across the region. 

Given the growing role of China as a provider of humanitarian assistance, the UN in China 

collaborated with China on issues with regards to integrating China’s humanitarian assistance into 

the overall international humanitarian response architecture. In April 2019, led by OCHA, the UN 

in China conducted a half-day workshop with the MEM on the GoC’s engagement in humanitarian 

assistance. In November 2019, OCHA in collaboration with the UN in China, convened a one-day 

workshop targeting government officials from several government agencies involved in China’s 

humanitarian response. The workshop aimed at providing the government officials with enhanced 

understanding of how the different international humanitarian response mechanisms work and 

enhancing their awareness of the importance of coordination in a humanitarian response. The 

workshop improved mutual understanding of mandates, working methods, and strategic and 

operational priorities among the participants from a humanitarian perspective, and helped 

strengthen the foundation for effective coordination and financing between Chinese, regional and 

international responders based on established humanitarian mechanisms. 
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4.3.2. Engagements on the Belt and Road Initiative  

Besides developing a variety of strategic cooperation frameworks with China alongside the BRF 

as mentioned previously, the UN agencies also participated in the BRI through different modalities 

and in different areas to promote the alignment of China’s investment with the SDGs. UNDP 

launched two studies providing policy recommendations and guiding principles to improve 

Chinese outgoing business sustainability through an in-depth analysis on the environmental, 

social and economic sustainability of 700 private-owned companies, and case studies of Chinese 

Special Economic Zone (SEZs) across six countries (South Africa, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Cambodia, 

China and Egypt) and nine SEZs operating in developing countries. UNDP also developed a flagship 

report with the China Development Bank (CDB) providing recommendations on harmonizing 

investment and lending standards along the BRI for SDG attainment. The report received high 

acclaim in and outside of China 

In addition, UNDP, in partnership with the MFA of China, conducted a Sustainable Investment 

Promotion (SIP) Facility Project with Ethiopia to enhance the country’s capacity for policymaking 

and implementation to promote sustainable investment. The project organized high-level policy 

dialogues in Addis Ababa and Beijing, bringing together over 300 participants from government, 

business and academia to join discussions to identify business-driven sustainable investment 

opportunities in the BRI context in line with local demands. Follow-up actions to address the 

barriers (i.e. the need for vocational training) will be implemented in 2020. Serbia was identified 

as the next pilot country to initiate the SIP in 2020. 

UNEP supported the launch of the BRI International Green Development Coalition, which brings 

together the environmental expertise of all partners to ensure that the BRI brings long-term green 

and sustainable development to all concerned countries in support of the 2030 Agenda. To 

support the initiative, UNEP leveraged its core expertise through the Sustainable Infrastructure 

Partnership to promote good practices and support member states in strengthening their related 

planning and management capacities, and create an enabling environment for more sustainable 

investment flows. 

To better respond to the new industrial revolution towards more sustainable urbanization and 

development, UNIDO organized the 4th BRIDGE for Cities Conference to connect cities from 

different countries and explore how technology-driven innovation can facilitate the transition 

towards smart city development. During the conference, a mayor’s roundtable was held and led 

to the adoption of a Declaration of Intent by 15 Cities, including Guangzhou. Another business 

roundtable resulted in the formulation of a Resilience Framework for Projects along the Belt and 

Road. Participating cities and organizations were able to showcase their development 

achievements and highlight efforts made towards inclusive and sustainable industrial 

development. Representatives of various cities identified solutions to their development 

challenges and highlighted partnerships in engaging in inter-regional and inter-city dialogue in 

support of inclusive and sustainable urban-industrial development.  

Under the BRI, UN-Habitat further put forward the cooperation in such sectors as economy, trade, 

tourism and culture between China and Nepal. UN-Habitat and the local partner city of Wuhan 

jointly established a team of experts, who developed the “Integrated Development Plan of 
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Kirtipur (2018-2035)” that optimized and adjusted the previous planning framework, including 

urban planning, industrial development, transportation, administration, and historical and 

cultural protection and development. The plan guided the Kirtipur Municipality in setting 

priorities in the city’s future development work. 

UN Global Compact strategically positioned itself as a platform to support Chinese companies’ 

globalization in a sustainable manner. Efforts included fostering dialogue, communications and 

collaboration on sustainability with regard to the BRI. UN Global Compact worked closely with 

the State-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission of State Council of China and 

co-convened a CEO Roundtable in Beijing, gathering Chinese state-owned companies and foreign 

multinationals to address sustainability challenges, opportunities and best practices along the BRI. 

Over 30 CEOs from China and some of the world’s largest companies attended and shared their 

perspectives.  

4.3.3. International Exchange and Learning Events 

To promote mutual learning, knowledge-sharing and experience exchanges between China and 

other countries, the UNCT supported in organizing many international events and capacity-

building activities in the areas of agriculture, health, circular economy and environment, child 

development and youth engagement. 

Agriculture and Poverty Reduction 

The RBAs came together to hold several key events on poverty reduction. In cooperation with 

the International Poverty Reduction Center in China, China Internet Information Center, WB and 

ADB, the RBAs organized the 3rd Annual International Seminar on Global Poverty Reduction 

Partnerships in Rome, focusing on the role of technological innovations and global partnerships 

in achieving the SDGs, accelerating poverty reduction and eradicating hunger. Afterwards, the 

three RBAs jointly hosted the 2019 China Poverty Reduction International Forum in Beijing, on the 

theme “joint efforts on knowledge-sharing to promote global poverty reduction governance”. The 

forum brought together over 200 participants from 30 countries. At the forum, a list of 110 best 

practice poverty reduction case studies was announced and shared through the Global Poverty 

Reduction Inclusive Growth Portal and the Global Poverty Reduction Online Knowledge-Sharing 

Database. The RBAs also jointly held a Seminar as a side event of the 1st China-Africa Agricultural 

Cooperation Forum in Sanya, Hainan Province, with the aim to strengthen South-South and 

triangular cooperation to enhance value chain development and policy dialogue on e-commerce. 

The event helped deepen China-Africa agricultural cooperation.  

In 2019, IFAD strengthened its Country Office in Beijing as the Knowledge Hub for Rural 

Development and South-South Cooperation. A number of SSTC activities were conducted, such 

as the Mongolia-China Exchange Study Visit on Greenhouses in Beijing and Qinghai Province, and 

the Pakistan-China Agricultural Seminar on Results in Reforestation and Climate Resilience 

Solutions held in Islamabad. 

FAO continued to work with China in promoting SSC. By 2019, China had sent 1,000 Chinese 

experts and technicians to countries of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and the Pacific, with the 

programme directly benefiting more than 70,000 people in 12 developing countries. Hundreds of 
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low-cost agricultural technologies were introduced including 330 animal and plant species, 120 

production practices and 200 types of agricultural machinery and tools. A total of 1,300 training 

sessions were held in various countries and 252 Chinese experts and technicians were deployed 

in 11 countries. The programme also attracted support from Brazil, India, the Republic of Korea, 

Germany, Japan and the Netherlands through triangular cooperation. 

During 2019, WFP further expanded its work to leverage Chinese experience and expertise to 

work towards SDG 2 for Zero Hunger in other developing countries. WFP’s Centre of Excellence 

in China conducted many knowledge learning and experience sharing activities attended by 145 

participants from 23 countries, including the Seminar on Sharing China’s Food Security Policy and 

Experience, the Workshop on Post-harvest Loss Management in Cote d’Ivoire, the Training Course 

on Integrated Rice Farming in Ecuador and the Grain Trade Conference Technical Exchange 

Mission, to name a few. WFP also cooperated with CSAM, jointly organizing a Training on 

Sustainable Mechanization for Smallholder Farmers in Asia and Africa. 

With its unique role as regional institution serving all ESCAP members and associate members, 

CSAM made a significant contribution to enhancing China’s global engagement by serving as a 

regional platform for knowledge-sharing and cooperation in the field of sustainable agricultural 

mechanization. During the reporting period, CSAM organized a number of trainings and seminars 

in collaboration with Chinese institutions. These include the Training Workshop on Sustainable 

Mechanization for Smallholder Farmers in Asia and Africa, the 5th Training and Study Tour for 

Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers and Distributors of Regional Council of Agricultural 

Machinery Associations, the 5th Training of Trainers for the Asian and Pacific Network for Testing 

of Agricultural Machinery, the Regional Training on Appropriate Scale Mechanization for 

Conservation Agriculture and the 2019 China Agricultural Robot Competition, in which CSAM 

supported the participation of three overseas university teams from Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Health 

WHO worked together with China to address global health challenges. WHO supported two of 

China’s bilateral deployments of public health teams to the DRC and Zambia. It collaborated with 

the China CDC to establish the Belt and Road Public Health Cooperation Network with participants 

from 14 countries attending the first roundtable meeting in 2019 in Beijing. Medical products 

made in China were increasingly being supplied to the global market and contributed to global 

access to high-quality medical products in low and middle-income countries via WHO 

prequalification, a measure which was strongly encouraged by the GoC. Meanwhile, WHO 

cooperated with China's National Regulatory Authority to strengthen the regulatory capacities to 

assure consistency and maintain high quality of medical products produced in China, which 

benefited people all over the world, including those in China. 

UNFPA promoted SSC on population and health by supporting the organization of several 

international events, including the 3rd China-Africa Conference on Population and Development 

(CACPD) in Ghana with a theme of "25 Years of International Conference on Population and 

Development (ICPD): Population Data Management and Universal Access to Reproductive Health 

as Key Drivers of Sustainable Development", the 2nd Asian Conference on Population and 

Development, the Training Workshop on Population Data for Developing Countries and the 

International Meeting on Technology for Ageing in the East and North East Asia Region.  
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Together with the NHC, UNICEF supported the establishment of a training hub on MCH focused 

on capacity-building and experience sharing with other developing countries. Guidelines, training 

curriculum and certification criteria were drafted, and evaluation tools and an online platform 

were finalized. These products were tested during two trainings on MCH system strengthening 

delivered to key officials from eight countries. When fully functional, the training hub and its 

online platform will contribute to the achievement of the health-related SDG goals in other 

countries.  

To bolster innovations in WASH and strengthen public-private partnerships in this field, UNICEF 

held an Inter-Regional Sanitation Learning Event during the 5th China Toilet Revolution Innovation 

Expo in Shanghai. Participants from 17 countries interacted with 60 companies that showcased 

their products, technologies and innovations. Following this, representatives from countries 

including India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Mongolia expressed interest in exploring opportunities to 

cooperate with private sector companies in China.   

Circular Economy and Environment  

Together with MOFCOM, UNIDO supported the GoC in organizing the second China International 

Import Expo and launched its flagship Industrial Development Report 2020. The report on 

industrializing in the digital age identifies the challenges and opportunities of the 4th Industrial 

Revolution.  

To promote the transition to a low-carbon economy, UNDP supported China’s exhibition at the 

BAPA+40 Conference to showcase development lessons in renewable energy solutions and 

disaster recovery from UNDP projects.  

UNESCO cooperated closely with the Chinese National Committee for UNESCO’s Man and the 

Biosphere (MAB) Programme to boost the participation of youth in the global debate on climate 

change and biodiversity conservation. With its partners, UNESCO organized a MAB Youth Forum 

with youth delegates (51 percent males and 49 percent females) from 83 countries, who 

committed themselves to being actors of change in the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 

and Climate Action contexts. 52 of the delegates were invited to participate in the UN Youth 

Climate Summit in New York in September 2019, contributing to the global debate on climate 

change, climate action, and their strong linkages with biodiversity.  

Child and Youth 

UNICEF facilitated a policy dialogue on child poverty at the Africa-China Poverty Reduction and 

Development Conference of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation held in Uganda. In the 

conference, UNICEF’s Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office and the State Council Leading 

Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development of China agreed to cooperate on increasing 

human capital in selected countries in Africa that are lagging behind in the achievement of the 

SDGs.  

In collaboration with its partners, UNESCO organized the 3rd International Youth Forum: 

Creativity and Heritage along the Silk Roads, bringing together 125 young women and men from 

85 countries along the Silk Road and beyond, to discuss how culture and creativity can catalyze 

SDG progress.  
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Partnered with Beifang International Education Group of China, UNFPA facilitated Chinese youth 

participation in international development dialogues and conferences including the 3rd China-

Africa Conference on Population and Development, the Nairobi Summit on the 25th ICPD, and the 

United Nations Economic and Social Council Youth Forum in 2019. The events enhanced Chinese 

youth’s understanding of global development issues including the SDGs, sexual and reproductive 

health and rights, women’s empowerment and gender equality, and youth leadership and 

advocacy. 

 

4.4. Cross-cutting Areas 

4.4.1. Gender Equality  

Gender equality is one of the fundamental programming principles for the UN. The goal to 

“achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls” is a cross-cutting theme for all SDGs.  

In the past year, the UN in China conducted strategic and analytic work to promote GEWE.  The 

UN Theme Group on Gender developed the County Gender Equality Profile for China to 

strengthen the evidence base and understanding of China’s progress on international, regional 

and national commitments towards GEWE. Furthermore, the Profile will serve as an important 

source for evidence-driven advocacy and programming for national stakeholders, international 

development partners and the UN system to advance gains made and address hindrances to 

achieving GEWE. Moreover, under UN Women’s overall technical and coordination leadership, 

the group organized joint activities on the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence.  

To promote the empowerment of women in the workplace, marketplace and the community, UN 

Women mobilized the private sector to support the empowerment of women entrepreneurs. As 

a result, six companies signed the Women’s Economic Empowerment Principles (WEPs) 

established by UN Global Compact and UN Women, thus committing to women’s empowerment 

within their companies and across value chains.  

UN Women and UNFPA both worked to promote women’s participation in the labour market. In 

collaboration with local governments in Gansu Province, UN Women analyzed the impact of the 

“Universal Two-Child Policy” on women’s employment from a gender perspective and informed 

relevant policy measures to mitigate the negative effects of the policy. Following this, seven 

departments of Gansu Province issued a joint Provincial Order urging all companies in Gansu to 

protect women’s employment and their rights to maternity leave, reducing the negative impact 

of the two-child policy on women’s employment. The Order further proposed legislative 

regulation of parental leave in Gansu Province.   At the request of the All China Women’s 

Federation (ACWF), UNFPA supported documentation and analysis of international experiences 

on the promotion of women’s equal employment. Following the analysis, policy 

recommendations were provided and referenced by ACWF to formulate relevant national policies 

and regulations to promote women’s equal employment and eliminate gender discrimination in 

the context of the implementation of the “Universal Two-Child Policy”. 

ILO and UN Women worked together to tackle discrimination and violence and advance gender 

equality in the workplace. To facilitate policy makers and researchers to learn from international 
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normative frameworks, UN Women introduced the “Handbook on Harassment and Violence 

against Women in the World of Work”, a joint international guidance developed by ILO and UN 

Women. The ILO-UN Women conference on Gender Equality and the Future of Work held in 2019 

provided an opportunity to review the progress that has been achieved and explore new and 

innovative ways forward.  

ILO also provided technical assistance in the development of the “Guidelines to Promote Gender 

Equality in the Workplace” launched by ACFTU and the new circular on “Further Regulating 

Recruitment Practices to Promote Women Employment” issued by MOHRSS in 2019, which 

prohibits employers and job recruitment agencies from using gender and maternity conditions in 

job advertisements and recruitment. ILO also developed communication tools and equipped 21 

women’s organizations with knowledge and skills on communication for fair employment and 

equal rights to accessing medical care. 

In addition, UN Women worked towards strengthening legal and policy frameworks on the 

protection of women, girls, men, and boys, especially vulnerable groups, from all forms of 

gender-based discrimination and violence, particularly domestic violence. It facilitated policy 

dialogues among civil society and other stakeholders to discuss progress, opportunities and 

challenges in the implementation of China’s Anti-Domestic Violence Law and the delivery of 

domestic violence prevention and response services. Moreover, to tackle social norms and 

stereotypes that sustain gender inequality and trigger GBV in the first place, UN Women worked 

towards fostering social norm change in schools and at the community level through training and 

other awareness-raising activities.  

UNFPA also extended its efforts to promote effective responses to gender discrimination, GBV 

and other harmful practices including gender-biased sex selection through project cooperation 

with government institutions and international experience sharing and exchange.  

4.4.2. Leaving No One Behind 

The concept of “Leaving No One Behind” (LNOB) is at the core of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the activities of the UN agencies. In practice, a LNOB focus means 

understanding who is being left behind and why, and tailoring responses that target the identified 

groups and address the specific development challenges they face.  

In 2019, the independent expert on the rights of older persons, who is part of the system 

of Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council and appointed by the Council to examine and 

report back on the situation of older persons in a country,  undertook a visit to China. The expert 

held discussions with government representatives, non-governmental organizations and others, 

as well as older persons themselves, and assessed the human rights situation of older persons in 

China. For the UNCT, the visit of the independent expert provided an opportunity to better 

understand specific issues and challenges faced by China’s elderly population, which is an 

increasing area of relevance given the country’s demographic transition driven by an aging 

population.  The full findings and recommendations will be presented in a report to the UN Human 

Rights Council in September 2020. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
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2019 marked 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and China was due to 

submit its consolidated 5th and 6th periodic reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

To support in this process, UNICEF organized a meeting with the Government to review China’s 

progress on the Convention. To strengthen an enabling environment that safeguards children 

from violence and exploitation and establish an equitable and integrated child protection system, 

UNICEF provided technical inputs to key policies, including the revision of the Law on the 

Protection of Minors and release of the Opinions on Further Improving the Services System for 

Rural Left-behind Children and Vulnerable Children. In addition, UNICEF continued to work with 

the Cyberspace Administration of China and the private sector—including influential Chinese 

internet companies—to advocate for stronger child protection online.  

ILO worked towards advancing labour rights by boosting responsible business practices and 

enterprise competitiveness through effective application of international labour standards.  

 

In cooperation with the MEM and the China Enterprise Confederation (CEC), ILO continued 

implementing the Sustaining Competitive and Responsible Enterprises (SCORE) Programme and 

in 2019, the SCORE trainers created a SCORE Academy as a commercial entity. By December 2019, 

In 2019, the ILO celebrates its 100-year anniversary! 

In 2019, the ILO Country Office for China, its friends and supporters, came together to 

celebrate the 100 years anniversary of the Organization of advancing social justice and 

promoting decent work. The event provided a unique opportunity to review and celebrate the 

rich cooperation between the ILO and China over the last century. 

China is a founding member of the ILO, which was created in 1919 following the end of World 

War I, with the objective of building peace through social justice. A century ago, the ILO 

founding members were already convinced that universal and lasting peace can only be 

established upon on foundation of social justice. They had also understood that to achieve both 

objectives, international cooperation was essential. This thinking is reflected in the ILO’s 

Constitution, which states that poverty anywhere constitutes a threat to prosperity everywhere. 

Since its creation, the ILO has been working with the full support of workers’ and employers’ 

organizations who are represented in the ILO governing body. In fact, the ILO is the first and 

only tripartite organization of the multilateral system until today. Under the statement that 

labour is not a commodity, the ILO was given the mission to set standards in the world of work 

and to promote decent work for all.  

To celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the Organization, ILO Director General Mr Guy 

Ryder, launched a global reflection on the future of work. Under the Centenary Initiative, a 

number of national and international studies, reports and analyses were issued, including a 

landmark Global Commission’s Report on the future of work. The ILO adopted a Tripartite 

Centenary Declaration for a human-centred approach to the future of work.  These documents 

will guide the work of the ILO in the years to come.  

As the ILO enters its second century of existence, the Organization is committed, with renewed 

energy, focus and vision, to continuing working with its members, including China, for a bright 

future of peace, social justice and decent work for all.  

Happy Birthday to the ILO! 
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the SCORE Academy already signed cooperation agreements with 10 service providers to train 

and certify SCORE consultants to work with Chinese small and medium-sized enterprises.  An 

increased number of international buyers in China and Chinese state-owned enterprises worked 

with SCORE to better integrate labour standards in their business practices and supply chains. In 

addition to the CEC, business associations from the textile and electronic sectors, and employees 

from a dozen key leading brands from the two sectors were trained on international instruments 

of CSR including the ILO Tripartite Declaration on Multinational Enterprises. Dialogue and 

exchange of best practices among companies in these two sectors were stimulated with a view to 

promote decent work in supply chains. With the support of ILO, MOHRSS, ACFTU, CEC and the All-

China Federation of Industry and Commerce training and research materials were developed to 

improve collective negotiation and dispute resolutions capacities. Following that, an international 

dialogue on collective bargaining was conducted with the aim of exchanging best practices.  

ILO also continued to work with the Global Business and Disability Network–China Chapter, which 

was established with ILO’s sponsorship in 2018 and has expanded its membership to 19 national 

and international companies. The business members of the network were active in sharing their 

best practices in disability-inclusion and in cooperating on new initiatives aimed at increasing the 

employability of PWD. Furthermore, ILO started a new programme in 2019 which provided online 

training for youth with disabilities, including those with visual impairments, to help them become 

work ready.  

UNFPA contributed to evidence-based policy advocacy on universal access to sexual and 

reproductive health and rights for PWD through studies, training on SRH rights and development 

and dissemination of SRH and PWD related policy briefs, underpinned by the global UN 

Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

UNHCR advocated for the inclusion of refugees in national systems in China, specifically in relation 

to access to education, subsidized healthcare and the labour market. With UNHCR’s efforts, 14 

children from eight families were enrolled in public school for primary education. Three refugees 

were also able to receive financial assistance to access HIV medication and medical examinations 

as part of the subsidized healthcare.  

IOM facilitated cross-border discussions and cooperation on combating trafficking of human 

beings between China and Mongolia. In 2019, IOM organized the first high-level meeting between 

key counter-trafficking government officials from China and Mongolia, which provided the two 

governments with a platform to increase understanding on respective counter-trafficking 

legislation and responsible institutions, review existing bilateral agreements and identify potential 

areas to deepen the scope of counter-trafficking cooperation. IOM further supported the GoC in 

its endeavours to implement the Second National Plan of Action Against Trafficking in Persons 

(2013-2020) (NPATP) by developing Pilot Provincial Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the 

Identification and Referral of Victims of Trafficking and Vulnerable Migrants for a pilot project in 

Jiangxi Province of China. The SOPs represent a milestone in China’s counter-trafficking response 

as they support the operationalization of the NPATP by establishing standardized and coordinated 

work procedures for stakeholders at the provincial level on the rescue, resettlement, 

rehabilitation and reintegration of victims of trafficking. Based on the SOPs, IOM developed and 
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implemented a technical assistance programme on victim identification, referral and provision of 

assistance for local government stakeholders. 

The Joint Programme on AIDS put great emphasis on promoting the rights of PLHIV and 

addressing stigma and discrimination against them. With the UN’s support, China harmonized its 

laws and regulations in line with international normative guidelines and was recognized in 2019 

as a country without HIV-related travel restrictions through a global exercise organized by UNDP 

and UNAIDS. A joint letter was submitted to the Government and workshops were organized 

together by ILO, WHO, and UNAIDS for national authorities and stakeholders to remove the 

stigma and discrimination against PLHIV and protect their full employment rights and access to 

public services.  To promote the rights and interests of key vulnerable groups (women living with 

and/or affected by HIV, female partners of men-who-have-sex-with-men, Sexual Orientation, 

Gender Identity and Expression communities) in workplace settings, ILO, UN Women, UNDP and 

UNAIDS jointly provided training on the relevant international and domestic legal frameworks and 

international best practices to human resource staff from institutions in both the public and 

private sectors.  Through a national workshop, ILO successfully engaged MOHRSS, ACFTU, China 

Employers Organization and 30 human resource managers from the private sector to commit to 

take action to address HIV-related employment discrimination. Moreover, ILO worked with 

academia  to conduct an analytical judicial review of  10 publicly-reported court cases regarding 

HIV-related employment discrimination, and built up the capacity of law school teachers to 

integrate HIV-related labour issues into law school curricula. 

UNDP helped to expand legal aid services to lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBTI) 

persons affected by domestic violence and increased the capacity of 52 community-based service 

providers.  

4.4.3. Data and SDG Monitoring   

Several UN agencies undertook efforts to support the Government in enhancing the availability 

and quality of data for better evidence-based decision making and SDG monitoring.  UNICEF and 

UNFPA, in collaboration with the NBS of China, conducted a joint data project in order to improve 

the production, analysis and dissemination of better quality and disaggregated data in China, 

and to inform policy and support monitoring/reporting on both national and international goals 

(including the SDGs) related to children and women. A number of data publications were 

completed and disseminated for public use and to support advocacy, including reports on the 

population status of adolescents aged 10-19, youth aged 15-24, ethnic minority children, 

domestic migrants, and gender statistics on women and men in China, all disaggregated by sex 

and other relevant dimensions. This resulted in increased access to quality data and improved 

evidence-based advocacy for children and youth. 

In collaboration with the National Working Committee on Children and Women and the NBS, 

UNICEF published “Children in China: An Atlas of Social Indicators”, which has been widely used 

as an authoritative source of data on the status of children in China. To support national SDG 

monitoring and produce internationally comparable data, UNICEF provided technical inputs for 

the customization of the WASH module for SDG 6 monitoring in China. It also engaged MOE and 
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NBS on participation in the ECD Index being developed by UNICEF Headquarters, to contribute to 

global methodological development for monitoring SDG 4.2.1. 

UNFPA, together with the China Population and Development Research Center, conducted a 

population situation analysis and a review of the 25th ICPD for China, which provided strong 

evidence on changing population dynamics and their linkages with economic and social 

development issues, and informed discussions within the UNCT and government partners.  

4.4.4. SDG Inclusion and Localization 

The UN worked to promote the inclusion and localization of SDGs in China. IOM put significant 

effort towards advocating for the inclusion of migration in the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda among the GoC, academia and think tanks. The organization held a National Multi-

Stakeholder Workshop on Migration in the SDGs to discuss the nexus between migration and 

development, the role of migration in the SDGs and ways to enhance collaboration between 

stakeholders. It also strengthened China’s engagement in the global dialogue on migration by 

sharing best practices and tools. During the workshop, IOM launched the Chinese edition of the 

Migration and the 2030 Agenda Handbook, which provided the government officials guidance on 

how to implement the migration aspects of the SDGs. 

With UNDP’s support, the Government of Zhouqu County, Gansu Province and Neixiang County, 

Henan Province integrated SDGs into their local development plans, contributing to poverty 

reduction and SDG localization. Moreover, UNDP shaped the discourse on SDG localization by 

developing the methodology for city-level SDG progress in 90 cities and publishing the first city-

level progress report on the SDGs for Shenzhen, which provides a standardized methodology to 

review SDG progress. UNDP also aligned financing with SDG achievement, by establishing a 

national platform on SDG finance.  

4.4.5. Partnerships 

In 2019, the UN continued its partnerships with a wide range of stakeholders from China and 

beyond, with some of the UN’s newest evolving partnerships with the GoC highlighted below.  The 

UN in China enjoys a longstanding and strong partnership with the Government, but the recent 

reform and restructuring of some government functions in China has allowed the UN to build and 

enhance partnerships with some new government entities.  

A key new strategic partner for the UN is CIDCA, established in April 2018 and responsible for the 

strategic planning and overall coordination of China’s international development assistance. With 

the establishment of this entity, China has taken an important step towards formalizing its 

international development cooperation. For the UN, CIDCA is a new partner through which it can 

engage with China in its increasingly important role as provider of development assistance to 

other countries. In 2019, the UN agencies continued to deepen their partnership with CIDCA, with 

several UN agencies having entered into funding agreements with CIDCA for projects in other 

countries, and CIDCA officials being increasingly involved in capacity-building activities organized 

by the UN.  

In 2018, the GoC also established a designated ministry to handle emergency responses, the MEM. 

This has opened the door for UN agencies to better engage with the GoC on its contributions to 
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global emergency responses. WFP’s collaboration with the Ministry mentioned previously, 

provides a representative example of this engagement.  

Moreover, as part of the same government reform, a National Immigration Administration was 

set up under the Ministry of Public Security, which provided new entry points for the UN (in 

particular IOM and UNHCR) to work on immigration and refugee issues. The newly established 

National Health Security Administration has become an important partner for the UN to work 

with on issues including health insurance, medical assistance and services and medicine pricing.  
In 2019, MCA established a Department of Child Welfare, creating one coordination authority 

responsible for child welfare affairs. By working with the new Department, UNICEF is better able 

to support the establishment of an integrated child protection system in China.  

Some UN agencies have been exploring a joint approach in partnering with the GoC. The 

organizations working on agriculture and food security came together and held an annual 

dialogue with MARA to review progress on ongoing work and plan for the next year. This helped 

improve coordination and integration of the UN activities in the area of agriculture and facilitated 

enhanced dialogue between relevant UN agencies and the Government. 

4.4.6. Innovation 

To keep up with China’s rapid development and changing context, the UN in China has placed a 

strong focus on promoting innovation and piloting new approaches in its work. China’s advances 

in science and technology provide ample opportunities for experimentation and the application 

of new technology in UN programmes. Over the past year, UN agencies worked closely with 

companies and institutions in bringing innovative technological approaches to help solve 

development challenges. Below are some examples of innovative approaches launched and 

tested in 2019.  

UNDP conducted a new experiment and research initiative, building upon the country office’s 

previous work on UBI, including two round-table sessions with key stakeholders and a White 

Paper. The experiment explored this policy innovation from a new perspective: how would the 

public react to UBI if it were implemented in China? To maximize participation in this research, 

the experiment piloted a mix-mode of survey combining traditional field surveys with a gamified 

online survey - a mobile game. The results and recommendations were compiled into a research 

analysis, which examined the economic feasibility of UBI in a large country like China that was 

contextualized with the behavioural insights gleaned from the survey on how the public would 

utilize the benefits of UBI.  

Through its Agriculture Innovation Lab (AgLabCx), FAO together with Tsinghua University 

continued to encourage and facilitate the process of co-creation, innovation and development of 

collective intelligence amongst key stakeholders in the area of agriculture and food security. 

Examples of innovative activities in 2019 included the Hackathon for Food Loss and Waste (see 

Box 3), the Save Food Forum held in Shanghai, urban agriculture and food systems service design 

courses carried out at Tsinghua University and the Urban Agriculture International Forum.  
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WFP and Alibaba launched the “Hunger Map LIVE,” a groundbreaking global hunger monitoring 

system that uses Artificial Intelligence, machine learning and data analytics to predict and track 

the magnitude and severity of hunger in over 90 countries in close to real-time. The map aims to 

monitor the status of global hunger and helps enhance the efficiency of operations to support 

efforts towards the goal of ending world hunger by 2030. WFP also worked with companies 

including Teck and Taobao to support its smallholder farmer programme. For example, in its kiwi 

project, WFP adopted an innovative and inclusive pro-poor benefit-sharing and farmer 

aggregation mechanism which linked smallholder farmers with modern agriculture techniques to 

support value addition. 

Realizing the trend and importance of digital innovation in economic development and to 

economically empower women entrepreneurs through enhancing their digital skills, UN Women 

partnered with a software company to strengthen the capacities of women entrepreneurs on 

digital innovation and gender equality. Six of the women entrepreneurs signed the WEPs, thus 

The Hackathon is an innovative event initiated by FAO open to youth 

aged 18-35 years old, with the aim to tackle food loss and waste 

through the use of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

and inter-disciplinary collaboration, to offer innovative approaches (i.e. 

ICT tool, software, app, sustainable product, business model) tos 

develop sustainable food systems. Last year, 10 teams attended the 

event with the support of 12 coaching mentors (six were women), 

developing and presenting 10 innovative solutions in line with the 

SDGs.  Three winning teams were selected.  

• The champion team, “Food for Life”, 

proposed a mobile app that integrates 

blockchain technology, Internet of Things 

and Artificial Intelligence (AI) to solve the 

issue of merchants' perishable foods and 

unsellable agricultural products by 

connecting consumers to supermarkets and 

retailers, with the ultimate goal of reducing 

food waste along the supply chain. The 

winning team presented their result at the 

Save Food Forum in Shanghai. Plans are 

underway to implement a pilot version of the 

App.   

 

• The team of “W+” won third place. They proposed a special food plate for use in canteens, which 

can track nutritional information and the amount of food waste by inserting a radio frequency 

identification tag into the plate and linking it to the canteen management system.  

• The team of “Pinshaoshao” who placed second, designed a platform for tourists to share the local 

food they want to try and find partners to share their meals and avoid losses. By scheduling a 

group meal at a local restaurant through the platform, tourists can taste more local food while 

spending less money and producing less waste.  

Box 3: Hackathon for Food Loss and Waste – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

 
- 10 teams of 38 young 

experts participating 

in the Hackathon, 

with 58 % female 

participants  

- 3 winneing teams 

- 10 solutions 

developed to tackle 

food loss and waste 

 

Group photo of Hackathon teams, Beijing/FAO  
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committing to the promotion of gender equality within their respective enterprises and across 

value chains. Three online courses on digital innovation were developed and reached 4.23 million 

viewers. The courses are now available to the public on iQIYI and Sina Weibo. 
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5. Collective Communication and Advocacy 

Due to the breadth and depth of UN agencies’ work in China, it is vital that the UN as a whole 

present unified and clear messages to stakeholders, partners and the general public. The UN 

Communications Group (UNCG) seeks to strengthen the UN’s collective voice and to increase the 

media profile of UN activities in China by bringing together all UN agencies around communication 

and advocacy. To this end, in 2019, the UNCG commenced work towards establishing a One UN 

communications strategy to pursue a comprehensive approach to communicating with “One UN 

Voice” in China. This strategy is being developed with strong support from WHO and other UN 

agencies and is expected to be completed in 2020.  

In 2019, the UNCT through the UNCG worked together and delivered impactful communication 

and advocacy, reaching millions of people, through both traditional media channels and an active 

social media presence. Specifically, the RCO signed a MoU with Sina Corporation to amplify the 

UN’s voice and galvanize both traditional and digital media resources for more effective 

communications. Through the MoU, the UN in China can receive strong support from the Sina 

News Portal, Sina News Mobile and Weibo platforms to promote UN key messages, flagship 

events and international days. This contributed to strengthening the “UN brand” in China and 

ensured that the UN’s messages had broad reach.  

Besides the previously mentioned communication theme of the 40th Anniversary of UN presence 

in China running throughout 2019, the UN in China utilized key international days to collectively 

raise awareness and advocate for actions on a range of development challenges. Specifically, 

campaigns were organized on World Health Day to promote universal health coverage, on World 

Environment Day to draw attention to the problem of air pollution, on the International Day for 

South-South Cooperation to discuss how SSC can be further utilized to support climate change 

mitigation and prevention efforts, on World AIDS Day to raise people’s awareness of HIV infection 

status through testing and encourage prevention interventions, and on the International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities to promote the participation and leadership of  PWD. 

While it is critical to maintain a coordinated One UN communication presence, the UN agencies 

in China were also able to carry out individually distinguished communication initiatives, 

amplifying the UN’s messages under key prioritized areas via assorted formats and target groups. 

A non-exhaustive list of highlights includes: at the 2019 Beijing International Horticultural 

Exhibition, the UN in China, in particular FAO, UNESCO and UNOPS, shared UN experiences on the 

relationship between green development and the 2030 Agenda to more than 200,000 visitors at 

the Expo;  UNFPA together with the NHC and other partners organized major activities and media 

events in commemoration of key anniversaries including the 25th anniversary of the ICPD, the 50th 

anniversary of UNFPA, and 40 years of cooperation between UNFPA and China;  UNICEF 

commemorated the 30th anniversary of the CRC with integrated communication and advocacy 

campaigns on child survival, ECD, violence against children and the toilet revolution as well as its 

flagship World Children’s Day event;  as part of the 16 Days of Activism against GBV Campaign in 

China, UN Women launched a thematic interactive quiz and tailored emoji, with the participation 

of more than 42,000 people across China in the online quiz expressing their support to the cause 

of ending violence against women and learning more about the problem;  WFP released a set of 

commemorative postcards for the 40th anniversary of WFP-China partnership; UNDP explored 



 

47 
 

groundbreaking VR gamification as part of the series of innovative online and offline campaigns 

marking UNDP’s 40th Anniversary in China; UNHCR organized a refugee children’s photo exhibition 

to mark Children’s Day and a film festival to mark World Refugee Day; ILO launched an essay 

contest for university students on the topic “The Future of Work in My Heart” as part of the 

commemoration of the organization’s centenary.  

Next year, the 75th anniversary of the UN has been identified as a core communications 

opportunity. With the UN@75’s full rollout in 2020, the UNCG in China will use this opportunity 

to engage the general public in China and private partners in local and global dialogues around 

the future of multilateralism.  
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6. Lessons Learned and Way Forward 

In 2019, the UNCT continued to make progress in the implementation of the UNDAF 2016-2020. 

Overall, UN activities contributed to the improved living conditions of poor and vulnerable people 

in China, strengthened equitable and quality service delivery, better evidence for decision and 

policymaking of the Government, improved environmental protection and enhanced the 

alignment of China’s engagement in international cooperation with the 2030 Agenda.  Over the 

course of the year, a few key lessons have been learned: 

• The UN Reform has allowed for a more joined-up and integrated approach to achieve 

development results and the UN took important steps to seize this opportunity by renewing 

its working modalities, conducting joint analytic work, and strengthened coherence on 

communication on development issues.   

• The need for enhanced access to quality disaggregated SDG data became increasingly clear 

during the course of developing the Common Country Analysis. The UN in China will work with 

its counterparts to support the Government in this area.   

• The Gender Scorecard and Gender Profile highlighted weaknesses in gender mainstreaming 

across the UN’s programmes in China. This is an important finding that all UN agencies will 

have to pay close attention to when developing new programmes and projects in the years 

ahead.    

Building on the achievements and lessons learned in 2019, the UN looks forward to strengthening 

its collaboration with China to better respond to national and international development 

challenges, including the economic and social impacts brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

and accelerate the progress towards SDG achievement. The year 2020 presents a critical juncture: 

It will be the last year for the implementation of the UNDAF 2016-2020 and 13th Five-Year Plan, 

and the foundation year for the preparation of the new UN-China Sustainable Development 

Cooperation Framework for 2021-2025 and the 14th Five-Year Plan. Looking ahead, the UN’s work 

will become increasingly geared towards facilitating incorporation of the SDGs into China’s 

mainstream development agendas, pursuing innovative solutions to help unlock bottlenecks in 

China’s transition towards high-quality development, addressing complex development 

challenges through a collective working approach, and supporting China’s engagements in 

international cooperation in alignment with the SDGs. 
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Annex 1 UN High-level Visits to China in 2019 

Visitor Time Purpose 

High-level UN Participation in the 2nd BRF  

Mr. António Guterres, UN Secretary 
General 

Apr-19 
Spoke at the Opening and the Leaders’ 
Roundtable 

Mr. Liu Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-
General for Economic and Social 
Affairs 

Apr-19 Attended thematic sessions 

Ms. Vera Songwe, Under-Secretary-
General /Executive Secretary of ECA 

Apr-19 
Spoke at the thematic session on Digital Silk 
Road and attended the Opening and High-
level meetings  

Ms. Fekitamoeloa Utoikamanu, 
Under-Secretary-General and High 
Representative of UN-OHRLLS 

Apr-19 
Attended the thematic session on Policy 
Connectivity and the Opening 

Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, 
Executive Secretary General of ESCAP 

Apr-19 

Attended two thematic sessions below and 
the Opening 
- Infrastructure Connectivity (speaking role) 
- Green Silk Road (speaking role) 

Ms. Michelle Gyles-McDonnough, 
Director, Sustainable Development 
Unit  

Apr-19 Attended the Opening 

Mr. Xu Haoliang, Assistant Secretary 
General of UNDP 

Apr-19 Attended thematic sessions 

Ms. Henrietta Fore, Executive 
Director of UNICEF 

Apr-19 

Attended two thematic sessions below and 

the Opening： 

- Trade Connectivity Forum (speaking role) 
- People to People Forum (panel discussion 
speech) 

Ms. Arancha Gonzalez, Executive 
Director of ITC 

 Apr-19 
Spoke and moderated a session at the 
Thematic Forum on Trade Connectivity 
Attended and spoke at the CEO Conference 

Mr. Guy Ryder, Director General of 
ILO 

Apr-19 Attended the Opening 

Mr. Yong Li, Director General of 
UNIDO  

Apr-19 

Moderated the thematic sessions on Policy 
Connectivity and attended the sessions on 
Economic and Trade Zone Promotion, and 
Green Silk Road and the Opening  

Mr. Francis Gurry, Director General of 
WIPO 

 Apr-19 
Spoke at the thematic session on Silk Road of 
Innovation and attended the Opening 
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Dr. Natalia Kanem, UNFPA Executive 
Director 

Apr-19 
Spoke at the thematic session on Trade 
Connectivity forum and attended the 
Opening 

Mme Maimunah Mohd Sharif, 
Executive Director of UN-HABITAT 

Apr-19 
Attended the thematic session on Policy 
Connectivity and the Opening  

Mr. Gilbert F. Houngbo, President of 
IFAD 

Apr-19 
Spoke at thematic Forum on Financial 
Connectivity and attended the Opening 

Ms. Fang LIU, ICAO Secretary General Apr-19 Attended the Opening 

Ms. Joyce Msuya, UN Environment 
Acting Executive Director 

Apr-19 Attended the Opening 

Mr. Daniel Gustafson, Deputy 
Director-General (Programme) of 
FAO 

Apr-19 
Spoke at the thematic session on Policy 
Connectivity and attended the Opening 

Mr. Jorge Chediek, Director and 
Envoy of the Secretary-General of 
UNOSSC 

Apr-19 
Attended the thematic Forum on Trade 
Connectivity and the Opening 

Mr. José Graziano da Silva, former 
Director General of FAO 

Apr-19 
Attend the BRF thematic session on Policy 
Connectivity and the Opening Ceremony 

Mr. Mohammad Naciri, Regional 
Director for UN Women Asia and the 
Pacific  

Apr-19 Attend the BRF and met government partners 

Mr. Michel Sidibe, Executive Director; 
Ms. Gunilla Carlsson, Deputy 
Executive Director; Ms. Shannon 
Hader, Deputy Executive Director of 
UNAIDS 

Apr-19 
Met high level governors to brief key issues 
for the farewell mission to China 

Other High-level Visits 

Mr. Filippo Grandi, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees  

Mar-19 Attended Boao Forum for Asia  

Ms. Lise Kingo, CEO and Executive 
Director of UN Global Compact 

Mar-19 

Attended series of strategic events in China 
including China Development Forum and 
UNGC-SASAC CEO Roundtable, as well as 
meeting with the RC and UNGC China Team 
and accepting multiple media interviews.  

Dr. Pasca-Palmer, UN Assistant 
Sectory General and the CBD 
Executive Secretary 

Mar-19 
Preparations for the 2020 United Nations 
Biodiversity Conference in Kunming, Yunnan 
Province. 

Ms. Joyce Msuya, Acting Executive 
Director of UNEP 

May-19 
Attended 2019 WED global celebrations and 
CCICED 2019 AGM 
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Ms. Fekitamoeloa Utoikamanu, 
Under-Secretary-General and High 
Representative of UN-OHRLLS 

May-19 
Attended UN-OHRLLS / GEIDCO Global 
Conference on Scaling-up Energy Access and 
Finance in LDCs 

Mr. Antonio Vitorino, Director 
General of IOM 

May-19 Met with several ministries 

Mr. Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu, 
President of ICAO Council 

May-19 
Attended the 2019 China Civil Aviation 
Development Forum 

Ms. Audrey Azoulay, Director-General 
of UNESCO 

May-19 
Attended the Asian Civilizations’ Dialogue 
Conference 

Ms Stefania Giannini, Assistant 
Director-General for Education of 
UNESCO 

May-19 
Attended the International Conference on 
Artificial Intelligence and the Future of 
Education 

Ms Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant 
Director-General for Social and 
Human Sciences of UNESCO 

May-19 

Attended the Asian Civilizations’ Dialogue 
Conference and the International Conference 
on Artificial Intelligence and the Future of 
Education in Beijing 

Ms. Shalina Miah, Regional Director 
of UNV 

May-19 
Attended the Asian Civilizations’ Dialogue 
Conference 

Mr. Michel Sidibé, Executive Director 
of UNAIDS 

May-19 Farewell visit 

Ms. Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garces, 
President of the 73rd session of the 
General Assembly 

Jun-19 Met with senior government officials of China 

Mr. Oliver Thierry Adam, Executive 
Coordinator of UNV 

Jun-19 
Attended the regional workshop and strategic 
dialogue and launched new cooperation with 
China Song Qing Ling Foundation. 

Ms. Joyce Msuya, Acting Executive 
Director of UNEP 

Jun-19 
Attended the global World Environment Day 
celebration event and other relevant 
meetings/events 

Ms. Alayne Frankson-Wallace, 
Executive Director, Office of 
Administration of Justice 

Sep-19 
Attended the 2019 Legal Conference 
organized by the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank 

Mr. Xing Qu, Deputy Director General 
of UNESCO 

Sep-19 Attended the 2019 MAB Youth Forum 

Mr. Alexandre Zouev, Assistant 
Secretary-General for Rule of Law 
and Security Institutions, Department 
of Peace Operations 

Oct-19 
Discuss China’s support to UN Police and 
visited the Police Peacekeeping Training 
Centre and standby police unit 

Mr. Atul Khare, Under-Secretary-
General for Operational Support 

Oct-19 
Participated in the 9th Beijing Xiangshan 
Forum 
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Ms. Najat Maalla M’jid, UN Special 
Representative of the Secretary-
General on Violence Against Children 

Oct-19 
Promoted engagement across the UN system 
on violence against children 

Ms. Inger Andersen, Executive 
Director of UNEP 

Oct-19 
Official bilateral visit to China and bilateral 
consultations 

Mr. Fabrizio Hochschild, UN Under-
Secretary- General 

Dec-19 
Discussed China-UN cooperation ahead of the 
UN 75th anniversary and cooperation in the 
field of digital technology 

 

Annex 2 List of UN Entities in China 

Categories Entity Names 

Funds and 
Programmes 

UNDP: United Nations Development Programme 

UNEP: United Nations Environment Programme 

UNFPA: United Nations Population Fund 

UN-HABITAT: United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

UNICEF: United Nations Children’s Fund 

WFP: World Food Programme 

Specialized 
Agencies 

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization 

ICAO: International Civil Aviation Organization 

IFAD: International Fund for Agricultural Development 

ILO: International Labour Organization 

UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNIDO: United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

WHO: World Health Organization 

WIPO: World Intellectual Property Organization 

Other 
Entities and 
Bodies 

UNESCAP-CSAM: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific – Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization 

IOM: International Organization for Migration 

UNAIDS: United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS 

UNGC: United Nations Global Compact 

UNHCR: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNOOSA/SPIDER: United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs/UN Platform 
for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response 

UNU in Macau: United Nations University Institute in Macau 

UNV: United Nations Volunteers Programme 

UN Women: United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women 

Secretariat DPPA: Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs 

DSS: Department of Safety and Security 
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Bretton 
Woods 
Institutions 

IFC: International Finance Centre  

IMF: International Monetary Fund 

WB: World Bank 

 

Annex 3 Overview of UN-related Outcomes from the List of Deliverables of the 2nd BRF 

No. 
UN 

Agency 
Chinese 

Counterpart 
Content 

Initiatives Proposed or Launched 

1 UNDP, 
UNIDO, 
UNESCAP 

National 
Development 
and Reform 
Commission of 
China (NDRC) 

Initiative No. 9  
The National Development and Reform Commission of China launched 
the Belt and Road Green Lighting Initiative with the United Nations 
Development Programme, the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific, and launched the Belt and Road Green Cooling 
Initiative with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific and the Energy Foundation. 

2 UNESCO Not specifically 
mentioned 

Initiative No. 18 
China and UNESCO initiated and set up the Silk Road Research Grant 
project to support young researchers and scholars. 

3 UNICEF NDRC Initiative No. 19 
The National Development and Reform Commission of China and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund jointly launched the Declaration on 
Accelerating the Sustainable Development Goals for Children through 
Shared Development in the Belt and Road partner countries. 

Bilateral and Multilateral Documents Signed 

1 UN-
Habitat, 
UNECA 

Government of 
China 

Document No. 2 
The Chinese government signed cooperation plans or action plans with 
the governments of Serbia, Djibouti, Mongolia, Mozambique, Ethiopia, 
Papua New Guinea and the African Union, the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme, and the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa. 

2 UNESCAP Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
of China 

Document No. 8 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China signed the MOU with the 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific on the Belt and Road Initiative for the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

3 ILO Ministry of 
Transport of 
China  

Document No. 17 
The Ministry of Transport of China signed the MOU on Cooperation for 
Promoting the Effective Implementation of Maritime Labour 
Convention, 2006 through the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road Initiative 
with the International Labour Organization.  

4 ILO Ministry of 
Human 
Resources and 

Document No. 18 
The Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security of China signed 
the MOU on the South-South Cooperation Under the Framework of the 
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Social Security 
of China 

Belt and Road Initiative with the International Labour Organization.
  

5 ILO Ministry of 
Emergency 
Management 
of China 

Document No. 19 
The Ministry of Emergency Management of China signed the MOU on 
Developing South-South Cooperation on Work Safety under the 
framework of the Belt and Road Initiative with the International Labour 
Organization. 

6 UNDP Ministry of 
Commerce of 
China 

Document No. 22 
The Ministry of Commerce of China signed the Trilateral Cooperation 
Agreement on Renewable Energy in Ethiopia and Sri Lanka with the 
United Nations Development Programme. 

7 UNIDO China Customs Document No. 28 
China Customs signed customs and inspection and quarantine 
cooperation documents with UNIDO. 

8 UNOOSA China National 
Space 
Administration  

Document No. 30 
The China National Space Administration signed the Declaration of 
Intent to Cooperate on the Belt and Road Space Information Corridor 
with the United Nations represented by the Office for Outer Space 
Affairs. 

9 ITU The Export-
Import Bank of 
China 

Document No. 32 
The Export-Import Bank of China signed the MOU for the promotion of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through the Belt and 
Road Initiative for bridging the digital divide with the International 
Telecommunication Union. 

10 UNIDO Ministry of 
Water 
Resources of 
China 

Document No. 34 
The Ministry of Water Resources of China, the Standardization 
Administration of China and the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization signed the MOU for cooperation on promoting 
international standards for small hydroelectric power plants. 

11 UNESCAP Standardization 
Administration 
of China 

Document No. 35 
The Standardization Administration of China signed the Action Plan 
(2019-2021) on Technical Cooperation Program with the Saudi 
Standards, Metrology, and Quality Organization. The China-Russia Civil 
Aircraft Standards Coordination Working Group signed the Mutual 
Recognition Catalogue of China-Russia Civil Aircraft Standards. The 
Certification and Accreditation Administration of China signed a 
memorandum of agreement with the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and Italy’s Ente Nazionale 
Meccanizzazione Agricola. 

12 UNOSSC Not specifically 
mentioned 

China, the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation and 
Finance Center for South-South Cooperation set up the “Air Silk Road” 
South-South Partnership Alliance and signed a cooperation agreement. 

Multilateral Cooperation Mechanisms 

1 UNDP NDRC Mechanism No. 4 
The National Development and Reform Commission of China and the 
Union Nations Development Programme co-initiated the Belt and Road 
Innovation and Development Platform project, authorizing the China 
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Development Bank to execute in name of the Innovation and 
Development Center under the project. 

2 UNEP, 
UNIDO, 
UNECE 

Ministry of 
Ecology and 
Environment of 
China 

Mechanism No. 7 
The Ministry of Ecology and Environment of China jointly launched the 
BRI International Green Development Coalition with the environmental 
departments of 25 countries (including Angola, Armenia, Cambodia, 
Cuba, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, Gambia, Guatemala, Iran, Israel, Italy, 
Kenya, Laos, Maldives, Mauritius, Mongolia, Myanmar, Niger, Pakistan, 
Russia, Singapore, Slovakia, Togo and United Arab Emirates), 
international organizations (including the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe), research 
institutions and businesses. 

3 UN-
Habitat, 
WHO 
 

NDRC Mechanism No. 10 
The National Development and Reform Commission of China (China 
Center for Urban Development) jointly built the Belt and Road 
Sustainable Cities Alliance with the UN-Habitat, the WHO, UCLG-ASPAC, 
Eurocities and the Energy Foundation. 

4 UNESCO Chinese 
National 
Commission for 
UNESCO 

Mechanism No. 15 
The Chinese National Commission for UNESCO and UNESCO co-
organized the International Youth Forum on Creativity and Heritage 
along the Silk Roads, and released the Changsha Initiative. 

5 UNESCO Chinese 
Academy of 
Sciences 

Mechanism No. 16 
The Chinese Academy of Sciences launched the Alliance of International 
Science Organizations in the Belt and Road Region with 37 national 
scientific institutions in the Belt and Road Region and international 
organizations, including the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, the Royal Academy for Overseas Sciences of 
Belgium, the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the University of Chile, the 
National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the 
National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, the 
University of Auckland, the Pakistan Academy of Sciences, the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, the University of Peradeniya of Sri Lanka, the 
National Science and Technology Development Agency of Thailand and 
the European Academy of Sciences and Arts. 

6 UNDP Not specifically 
mentioned 

Mechanism No. 25 
China and UNDP jointly carried out the BRI Sustainable Investment 
Facility Project and conducted pilot projects in such countries as 
Ethiopia. 

 


