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Welcome to the first issue of UN Women Indonesia’s newsletter, 
launched during one of the most difficult times for our team, 
our partners and the communities we serve. COVID-19 is causing 
unprecedented challenges in Indonesia, as it has around the world. 
The pandemic has disrupted every aspect of our collective and 
individual lives, especially the lives of women and girls.

The pandemic has disproportionately affected women 
in Indonesia. Many have lost livelihoods as women are 
overrepresented in sectors and jobs hardest hit by COVID-19 
and often in precarious employment with least protections. At 
home, women typically play vital roles as caregivers for children, 
the sick, and elderly members of their families. During COVID-19, 
most women have taken on an increased unpaid care burden 
while many continue being the breadwinners of their household. 
Instances of gender-based violence have also spiked as quarantine 
measures further limited women’s mobility and often confined 
them in common spaces with their aggressors. 

In response, UN Women Indonesia, as part of the wider UN 
system, immediately began working to support Government of 
Indonesia and partners in driving a response that meets the needs 
of women and girls, as well as safeguarding and leveraging gains 
made on gender equality and women’s empowerments through 
policy advocacy that incorporates a gender transformative 
approach to recovery. 

In situations where social and travel restrictions were imposed, 
we continued to serve the needs of women and girls in Indonesia, 
to ensure that no one is left behind, especially during these 
extraordinarily challenging times. We provided Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) and Prevention of Violence information kits 
to support the returning Indonesian women and men migrant 
workers. We also provided essential package to “Peace Villages” 
in East Java where woman led initiatives have been promoting 
peaceful and resilient communities, to fight food insecurity during 
COVID-19. We are pleased to see that amid the pandemic, we have 
been able to empower more than 5,000 women by providing self-
paced online learning sessions on entrepreneurship. Furthermore, 
we continued partnering with the private sector to assist in their 
gender-responsive plans of their response in coping with COVID-19. 

We are all in this together, but we must systematically ensure that 
women are included in all response and recovery decisions. This is 
the solidarity we need during these testing times and is the only 
way to “build back better” for everyone. 

MESSAGE FROM UN WOMEN INDONESIA

Jamshed Kazi

UN Women Indonesia 
Representative and Liaison 
to ASEAN
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To respond to these new challenges, UN Women through 
the GUYUB project, jointly implemented with UNODC and 
UNDP, are providing essential support to women in the 
Peace Villages.

In order to ensure delivery of the life saving packages 
during restrictions on travel and movement, a women-
led task force in the peace villages led coordination and 
worked to ensure the implementation of health protocols.

The food security task force made use of a facility 
previously used as a food bank in the villages, the food 
security task force was able to distribute food packages to 
the worst impacted residents. 

While the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted people’s 
livelihood everywhere, the crisis has posed new 
challenges for community mobilizations and the 
distribution of humanitarian aid. Simply put, the crisis 
has exacerbated living conditions for people who were in 
vulnerable positions before the outbreak.

As a result of the pandemic, the residents of the Peace 
Villages, a women-led initiative to promote peaceful and 
resilient communities that was conceived by UN Women 
and the Indonesian NGO Wahid Foundation, have lost 
their jobs and seen a rise in food insecurity.

Read more

Peace Villages Form Women-led 
Taskforce to Fight Food Insecurity 
during Covid-19

Photos courtesy of Wahid Foundation

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/07/covid-19-and-the-peace-villages
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UN Women and the European  
Union Deliver Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) and Prevention of 
Violence Information Materials to 
Support Women Migrant Workers 
during COVID-19

Women migrant workers have been at risk of 
exploitation, subjected to multiple layers of 
discrimination and gender-based violence even before the 
pandemic – a situation which is now exacerbated. They 
also face a higher risk of losing livelihoods, having their 
labour and human rights violated, including trafficking, 
and contracting the coronavirus.

Photos: UN Women/Putra Djohan
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UN Women and the European Union (EU) handed over 
3,000 units of personal protective equipment (PPE), 
hygiene kit, and information materials for preventing 
violence against women to the Ministry of Social Affairs. 
The kits will be distributed to returning Indonesian 
migrant workers as part of the joint commitment to 
support Government of Indonesia in its efforts towards 
containing COVID-19.

The PPE was received by DR. Ir. Harry Hikmat, M.Si, 
Director General of Social Rehabilitation of the Ministry 
of Social Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia.

“Ensuring the fulfillment of the Indonesian migrant 
workers victims of human trafficking’s needs, specifically 
women migrant workers, is one of our mandate. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, besides holding rapid tests, we 
also equipped them with PPE, information on personal 
hygiene, social rehabilitation and information on safe and 
procedural migration. Women migrant workers deserve 
the rights to come home safely and comfortably,” said the 
Director General of Social Rehabilitation.

Photos: UN Women/Putra Djohan

NEWS & STORIES

Read more

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/08/un-women-and-the-european-union-deliver-personal-protective-equipment
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More than 5,000 women across Indonesia have increased 
entrepreneurial skills from series of learnings through 
WeLearn, a digital platform. WeLearn platform is an 
initiative by UN Women with the support from Sunlight, a 
brand of PT Unilever Indonesia Tbk, that aims to improve 
equal learning opportunities to empower women who 
want to start or grow their business. 

“During this pandemic, my sales were declining, but I use 
my time to join learning sessions and virtual gathering 
from business networks that I know from WeLearn. 
WeLearn did not only equipped me with necessary skills on 
entrepreneurship, but through its sessions, I met a network 
of women entrepreneurs and potential investors for my 
business,” said Vidi A. Damayanti, WeLearn participant 
from Jakarta and the owner of Mamaibu Chicken Wings.

Read the article            Watch the video

NEWS & STORIES

Undeterred by COVID-19,  

More Than 5,000 Women Acquire 

Entrepreneurial Skills from  

UN Women and Sunlight Initiative

With savvy honed in UN Women’s 

WeLearn training, female 

entrepreneurs in Indonesia keep  

their businesses afloat

Photo: UN Women/Christina Phan

The commercial shutdown caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic has hit Indonesia’s smaller businesses especially 
hard. But some female entrepreneurs have survived -- 
and even prospered -- by using the savvy and skills they 
learned in a UN Women entrepreneurship training.

Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) depend on 
daily cash flow from sales of goods, but social distancing 
edicts in cities including Jakarta have forced owners to 
close up shops. The Ministry of Cooperatives and MSMEs 
said in mid-April that it had received reports that 56 
per cent of 37,000 small and medium enterprises faced 
declining sales.

UN Women spoke with three female entrepreneurs in the 
Jakarta area who participated in WeLearn, a UN Women 
project supported by Sunlight, a Unilever brand.

Read their stories

Photo: UN Women/Ariyanto Nugroho

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/07/undeterred-by-covid-19-more-than-5000-women-acquire-entrepreneurial-skills
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9YCJvvGk38&list=PLPU9AH-smFbRqHz92c8eteRet_gNlDNtN&index=14
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/05/with-savvy-honed-in-un-womens-welearn-training-female-entrepreneurs-in-indonesia
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UN Women and Gojek, Southeast Asia’s leading on-
demand, multi-service tech platform, today announced 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
to accelerate the economic empowerment of women 
in Indonesia. Grounded in UN Women’s universal 
mandate to advance gender equality and Gojek’s 
commitment towards enabling inclusive growth across 
communities, the MoU will provide a strong framework 
for strengthening and leveraging synergies and advocacy 
efforts that aim to educate more women on their rights 
for equal economic opportunities.

The partnership includes three key areas of work: (1) 
Supporting women entrepreneurship through capacity 
development and knowledge sharing; (2) Collecting new 
data and analysis on the impact of COVID-19 on small and 
micro businesses, including insights from Gojek’s partners 
and beyond to formulate evidence-based policies and 
strategy for national economic recovery; and finally (3) 
Promoting women’s safety in public space to ensure 
women’s full participation in public life, including in 
pursuing economic opportunities.

Read more
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UN Women and Gojek Collaborate 

to Enhance the Economic 

Empowerment of Women  

in Indonesia

UN Women and Indosat Ooredoo 

Partners to Assess the Impact  

of COVID-19 on Women and Girls

Photo: UN Women/Ariyanto Nugroho Photo: UN Women/Ryan Brown

The COVID-19 pandemic is causing unprecedented 
challenges and is increasing gender-based inequalities 
around the globe, including in Indonesia. Effective 
COVID-19 responses are essential to make a real difference 
for everyone and ensuring no one is left behind. Bridging 
data gaps is among the critical first steps for countries to 
have a more accurate picture of the impact, particularly 
the gender dimensions to the response so that Indonesia 
can more effectively support its women and girls.

UN Women is partnering with Indosat Ooredoo to collect 
new data on the socio-economic impact of the pandemic 
on women and men, including in particularly vulnerable 
groups such as those in informal employment, who are 
the among the most at risk of falling back into poverty. 
Indosat Ooredoo supports this initiative by delivering the 
survey nationwide to 4 million of its subscribers via phone 
text (SMS).

Read more

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/09/un-women-and-gojek-collaborate---indonesia
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/06/un-women-and-indosat-ooredoo-partners-to-assess--the-impact-of-covid-19-on-women-and-girls
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UN Women Indonesia COVID-19 
Response

INTRODUCTION
Women have been at the forefront of COVID-19 response 
and are disproportionately affected by the crisis. In 
Indonesia, women make up the majority of frontline 
healthcare professionals and community health workers. 
At home, women also play important roles as caregivers 
for children, the sick, and elderly members of their fami-
lies. Plus, school closures mean that women have taken 
on an increased unpaid care burden while remaining one 
of the main contributors or sole breadwinners of their 
households.

This combination of economic and social stresses brought 
on by the pandemic, as well as restrictions on movement, 
have dramatically increased the numbers of women and 
girls facing abuse in almost every country, and Indonesia 
is no exception. Many of the socioeconomic impacts of 
COVID- 19 have exacerbated pre-existing inequalities and 
discrimination, both in public and private spaces.

Since the COVID-19 outbreak, UN Women Indonesia has 
immediately adjusted and realigned its country programme 
to support partners in driving a response that meets the 
immediate needs of women and girls. It also focuses on 
safeguarding and leveraging gains made on gender equality 
and women’s empowerment through policy advocacy and 
programming that incorporates a gender-transformative 
approach to recovery. 

Photo: UN Women/Alexandra Radu

Freedom of 
Movement

KEY AREAS OF INTERVENTIONS:
1. Rapid assessment and evidence-based ad-

vocacy on the gendered impacts of the CO-
VID-19 crisis on women and girls.

2. Social protection response to COVID-19, in-
cluding women’s economic empowerment, 
livelihoods and resilience.

3. Social cohesion and peaceful societies in 
COVID-19 context.

4. Prevention and response to violence against 
women, including domestic violence
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Kekerasan Berbasis Gender terhadap 
Perempuan Pekerja Migran

Fisik Seksual Psikis Ekonomi

Majikan, sponsor, petugas lapangan, petugas 
penampungan, oknum aparat.

Orang terdekat
Pasangan, Keluarga.

Kekerasan yang langsung ditujukan kepada perempuan karena jenis 
kelaminnya dan berakibat kerugian atau penderitaan fisik, mental dan 

seksual, atau ancaman, paksaan dan perampasan kebebasan.

Apa itu Kekerasan Berbasis Gender (KBG)?

Apa Saja Bentuk Kekerasan Berbasis Gender?

Siapa Pelaku Kekerasan Berbasis Gender?

Ranah privat
Rumah.

Ranah publik
Tempat kerja, rumah majikan, penampungan, balai 

pelatihan kerja, perjalanan dari dan menuju negara tujuan.

Tempat Terjadinya Kekerasan Berbasis Gender?

ABOUT UN WOMEN

UN Women is the United Nations organization dedicated to gender equality and  
the empowerment of women. In Indonesia, UN Women works with government,  
civil society organizations, academia, the media, the public and private sectors to  
address national priorities of gender equality and women’s empowerment.

   @unwomenid        info.indonesia@unwomen.org       indonesia.unwomen.org
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https://covid19.go.id/p/protokol/panduan-pelindungan-bagi-perempuan-pekerja-migran-indonesia-dalam-situasi-pandemi-covid-19
https://covid19.go.id/p/protokol/panduan-pelindungan-bagi-perempuan-pekerja-migran-indonesia-dalam-situasi-pandemi-covid-19
https://covid19.go.id/p/protokol/panduan-pelindungan-bagi-perempuan-pekerja-migran-indonesia-dalam-situasi-pandemi-covid-19
https://covid19.go.id/p/protokol/panduan-pelindungan-bagi-perempuan-pekerja-migran-indonesia-dalam-situasi-pandemi-covid-19
https://covid19.go.id/p/protokol/panduan-pelindungan-bagi-perempuan-pekerja-migran-indonesia-dalam-situasi-pandemi-covid-19
https://covid19.go.id/p/protokol/panduan-pelindungan-bagi-perempuan-pekerja-migran-indonesia-dalam-situasi-pandemi-covid-19
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/10/id-gender-based-violence-against-women-migrant-workers
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/10/id-gender-based-violence-against-women-migrant-workers
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/10/id-gender-based-violence-against-women-migrant-workers
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