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The first issue of our newsletter (April – June)

covered our pioneering work during one of the

most difficult times for us and the Afghan women

we serve. While COVID-19 still heavily impacts our

work, we now have a better understanding of this

pandemic and the needs of communities in

Afghanistan. This second edition of the newsletter,

covering August - October, reflects our transit

from an immediate rapid response to COVID-19, to

a longer-term programmatic focus operating in the

peace-development-humanitarian nexus. At this

critical time, we worked with the Ministry of Public

Health to ensure all COVID-19 hospitals and

quarantine centers now have a separate room for

women survivors of violence. We listened to our

women’s rights activists on the ground and our call

for ideas supporting community-based women-led

COVID-19 related interventions reached 30 out of

Afghanistan’s 34 provinces. On UNSCR1325, in

partnership with UNAMA, we convened a high-

level dialogue amongst leading Afghan women,

Member States and the United Nations examining

what the next 20 years of women, peace, and

security in Afghanistan can achieve and how to get

there. Our commitment to Afghan women is

unwavering and our vision for building a post-

COVID-19 peaceful Afghanistan founded on

equality and inclusion is stronger than ever.

In solidarity
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Aleta Miller
UN Women Representative in Afghanistan



Read Khatera Akhgar’s story - psychologist at a UN Women-supported Women
Protection Center that provides life-saving support to survivors of violence.

Ending violence
against women 
and girls

L I F E - S A V I N G

S E R V I C E S  F O R

W O M E N  A N D  G I R L S

I N  N E E D
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The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the provision of essential services for

survivors of violence as resources were diverted to dealing with the health

crisis. In this context, we partnered with the Ministry of Public Health to

issue a directive instructing all COVID-19 hospitals and quarantine centers

to allocate a separate room for survivors referred by women’s protection

centers. Due to COVID-19, survivors of violence have even more limited

opportunities to find safety from violence and seek help from their friends,

family and service providers. Our life-saving services in 16 women’s

protection centers and family guidance centers across Afghanistan reached

over 560 women survivors of violence and over 150 children from August to

October. Additionally, we partnered with civil society to reach 2598 women

and 2136 men with information about women’s rights, violence against

women and girls and COVID-19.

https://twitter.com/unwomenafghan/status/1282934073644769281


Women Economic
Empowerment
B R I N G I N G
N E W  B U S I N E S S  I D E A S
T O  L I F E  A N D
E N S U R I N G  T H E Y  L A S T
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Afghan young women have great ideas for creating change, but they are

struggling to find funds, and to access information and networks to get

their ideas off the ground. With “Powering Change” we are doing just

that while putting Afghanistan on the global map of feminist innovation.

Our “Powering Change” network of young Afghan women

entrepreneurs and business mentors reached Bamyan, Mazar-i-Sharif

and Herat. Here, the entrepreneurs had the chance to learn and expand

their skills in business development including how to access finance and

fundraise as well as preparing their own business plans. 23 big business

ideas, many piloted for the first time, like a driving learning center for

women-only in Kabul, a national digital platform connecting women

freelancers working on graphic design and coding, one of the first

business in the region where handmade leather football balls are made,

the first coffee shop in Samangan were selected to receive financial

assistance and expert-support to thrive and push women from poverty

to power across the country.

Find out  what “Powering Change” means for young women entrepreneurs

Young women entrepreneurs at the "Powering Change" Innovation Bootcamp Challenge workshop in Herat

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=359560278434728
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=359560278434728
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=359560278434728


In a nation-wide initiative, UN Women and civil society

partners positioned women at the center of the COVID-19

response be it in their homes, in their community, or in their

provinces. Covering 30 out of the 34 provinces, UN Women

supported community-led initiatives run by women for women

to respond to the COVID-19 health crisis. The women-led

actions included multiple community level interventions from

awareness raising on COVID-19 or distribution of sanitary

products to opening digital connection hubs, women-led

trainings on how to use technology, or digital platforms where

women-run businesses could sell their products online. UN

Women Afghanistan also launched a social media campaign -

#30DaysofActivism - to further advance women as key

responders in the COVID-19 crisis.

Good Governance and
Women’s Political
Participation
W O M E N  L E A D I N G  T H E
C O V I D - 1 9  R E S P O N S E  I N
T H E I R  C O M M U N I T I E S
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21 September marked the International Day of Peace. UN

Women partnered with the Afghanistan Research and

Evaluation Unit (AREU) to launch “Women’s Participation in

the Afghan Peace Process” - a research-based paper exploring

the views of Afghan women on peace, and the limitations that

prevent Afghan women’s meaningful participation in peace.

The digital event marking the launch of the research paper

included interventions from H.E. Rula Ghani - the First Lady of

Afghanistan, Dr Orzala Nemat, AREU Director; Dr Habiba

Sarabi, member of the Afghan negotiating team; Ingrid Hayden,

Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General; and

was moderated by Aleta Miller, UN Women Representative in

Afghanistan. The event was covered by national and

international media including BBC, TOLO news and Etilaat

Roz.

Women, Peace
and Security
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
P E A C E  D A Y

2  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0

Check out the research paper “Women’s Participation in the Afghan
Peace  Process 

Watch the recording of the digital event

https://areu.org.af/publication/2012/
https://areu.org.af/publication/2012/
https://areu.org.af/publication/2012/
https://areu.org.af/publication/2012/
https://unwomen.zoom.us/rec/play/dSS2vZOerbcw_0NgCbcFeZWuOKRlFfbxtWE_vvCivriVVaGINlO2VjwOUWqUTTZRfyrhE_k2JD2pw_A6.71UYQoIToUKzAyGp?startTime=1600664316000&_x_zm_rtaid=8uJs8xTYQnaB5bcdCKtEJA.1604394637180.f34553e386171280fabb99ab0c1a7af2&_x_zm_rhtaid=807


Women, Peace 
and Security

2 0  Y E A R S  S I N C E
U N S C R 1 3 2 5
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2020 marks 20 years since the ground-breaking United Nations Security-

Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 resolution was adopted. “Women, Peace

and Power”, convened by UNAMA and UN Women on 26 October 2020, saw

Afghanistan celebrate the anniversary of this resolution. The event,

moderated by Ambassador Ambassador Melanne Verveer, Director of

Georgetown University’s Institute for Women, Peace and Security, featured

13 speakers including H.E. Rula Ghani, the First Lady of Afghanistan; H.E.

Hasina Safi Minister of Women’s Affairs; Dr. Habiba Sarabi, Member of the

Negotiating Team for Afghanistan; and members of the international

community representing Australia, Canada, the Nordic+, and the UK. 

 

On 29 October 2020, UN member states commemorated the 20th

anniversary of the resolution 1325 during an open debate on women, peace

and security. During the open debate, Zarqa Yaftali, Director of Women and

Children Legal Research Foundation, briefed the UN Security Council on

behalf of civil society in Afghanistan. Her statement left no room for

interpretation: “peace cannot come at the cost of women’s rights.” Zahra

spoke amongst speakers including the United Nations Secretary-General and

the UN Women Executive Director.

Watch the recording of “Women, Peace, Power in Afghanistan”

Read Zaraqa Yaftali’s statement to the UN Security Council Open Debate on 
Women, Peace and Security, 29 October 2020

https://unwomen.zoom.us/rec/play/Hno-8SOkysYkr03Bi2QMz_KE3sZeNIflwpBewXOo0CXUAx4AMvuniGdiechRqzcHB7n5Z_wP1B3qApz_.xw8UEbg4aoVYJHsu?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=h-4UGsjDTTOPd-wLld-Gzw.1603778568927.c9d5b1e486c6dc7df4e3c171985b64ab&_x_zm_rhtaid=222




UN Women Afghanistan's work is financially supported by the Governments of
Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden.

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/05/guidelines-for-family-protection-centers-family-guidance-centers-and-women-and-girl

