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ENDNOTES

As per information provided by
the national police agencies during
country visits. Please see further
detailed references below.

“Outside” and “inside” police work

do not strictly refer to working

outdoors or indoors; the terms

are used to conceptualize ways

that policing functions can be

gendered. For example, investigating
cybercrime is generally indoor work,

but to date remains a masculinized 4
law enforcement function despite

not requiring physical strength or 5
endurance, the lack of which is

often cited as a barrier for women

to perform some operational or 6
investigative functions.

For the purposes of this research, 7
law enforcement institutions

refers to State agencies that have a

mandate to enforce laws, generally 8
of a criminal nature, or undertake

policing functions for the protection

of public safety, domestic/internal 9
security and border security. These

agencies include but are not limited

to the police, immigration, maritime
security and customs. Notably,

various levels of government, for

example, local administrators and
departments (e.g., health) have law
enforcement functions that can

intersect with policing and security
although they are not within the

scope of this review. In addition, 10
countries across Asia have differing

levels of plural policing and security 11
arrangements with various levels of

private sector integration. Private 12
sector law enforcement and security
agencies are not considered here 13
but for particular countries may

warrant further review. Functions

may include, for example: (1) 14
frontline patrol, community

engagement, emergency response 15
and crime scene investigations;
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(2) analysts of crime trends,

terror ﬂnancing, corruption,
money laundering, cybercrime,
trafficking, anti-narcotics and
other transnational crimes; (3)
physical or digital/online screening,
monitoring and surveillance; and (4)
supervision, management, strategic
planning, leadership and oversight
of law enforcement functions or
activities.
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Rabe-Hemp 2020.

Lovenduski and Norris 2003,
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the social and cultural patterns of
conduct of men and women, with
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of prejudices and customary and
all other practices which are based
on the idea of the inferiority or the
superiority of either of the sexes or
on stereotyped roles for men and
women” (CEDAW, Article 5a).

Woolley et al. 2010.

Miller, A. R. & Segal 2018.
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UNODC 2018.

And subsequent Security Council
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security: 1820 (2009), 1888 (2009),
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(2013), 2122 (2013), 2242 (2015),
2467 (2019) and 2493 (2019).

Bacon 2015.

OSCE n.d.

Ibid.

At the time of publication,
consultations had been held in
Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Thailand and the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao in the Philippines
between February 2019 and
February 2020.

The tables are based on replies from
177 female officers who completed
the survey.

Kaiser 2009.

Weiss 1994.

Starman 2013.

The data are drawn from a range of
sources and sometimes may include
other national security forces

(not only police) or only include
data available for commissioned




officers. Brunei: Based on

information provided in 2019 by

the INTERPOL National Central

Bureau in Brunei, women comprise

17 per cent of the Brunei Police

Force, including commissioned

and non-commissioned officers.

Cambodia: Information provided by

a representative of the Personnel

and Training Department of

the Cambodian National Police

indicated that women comprise
approximately 8 per cent of police

officers. Indonesia: Based on

information provided in 2019 by the
INTERPOL National Central Bureau

in Indonesia, women comprise
approximately 6 per cent of police

officers, including commissioned

and non-commissioned officers.

Lao People’s Democratic Republic:

Based on information provided in

2020 by the INTERPOL National

Central Bureau in Vientiane,

women comprise approximately 20

per cent of the Lao Police Force, 32
between the ranks of sergeant

to brigadier general. Malaysia:

Based on information provided in

2019 by the INTERPOL National 33
Central Bureau in Malaysia, women
comprise 18 per cent of police

officers, including commissioned

and non-commissioned officers,

and administrative and professional
positions. Myanmar: Based on

information provided in 2019 by the
INTERPOL National Central Bureau

in Myanmar, women comprise
approximately 13 per cent of

police officers between the ranks

of second lieutenant to lieutenant 34
general. Philippines: Based on

information provided in 2019

during interviews, women comprise 35
approximately 17 per cent of police

officers, including commissioned

and non-commissioned police 36
officers. Singapore: According to the

official website for the Singapore

Police Force, women comprise 19
per cent of officers (www.police.
gov.sg/media-room/features/the-

evolution-of-women-in-policing).

Thailand: Based on information
provided in 2019 during interviews,
women comprise 16 per cent of
commissioned officers working

as police officers for the Royal

Thai Police. The total number (i.e.,
including non-commissioned
officers) is not known. Viet Nam:
Interviewees indicated women
comprise 15 per cent of police
officers. According to the Ministry
of Public Security, the maximum
number of women who can be
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cent, and a maximum of 10 per cent
for operational roles (see Ministry
of Public Security of the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam. Hanoi 2016).

Information is based on interviews
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countries indicated.
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