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16 Days Activism Campaign
Orange the world: Engage, Act, Prevent Violence!

On 25 November 2020, to mark the International Day for the

Elimination of Violence Against Women and the launch of 16

Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence (GBV), UN

Women called on all actors to come together to step up efforts

to end gender-based violence. In line with this year’s global

theme “Orange the World: Fund, Respond, Prevent, Collect!” as

well as the local chosen theme “Engage, Act, Prevent

Violence!”, UN Women organized a range of activities in the

host community and across Rohingya refugee camps during the

16 Days campaign (25 November–10 December) together with

the government and partners in coordination with and through

the Gender in Humanitarian Action Working Group (GiHA WG),

the GBV Subsector and the ISCG Gender Hub.

In Camp 5, a fair was organized at the women’s market

displaying products made by Rohingya women to showcase

their artisanship.

The fair was inaugurated by Camp in Charges (CiCs) with

participation from Rohingya women leaders and

representatives of partner agencies along with UN

Women.

Two dialogue sessions were organized at the CiC offices

in Camp 10 and 20 Ext. to provide a platform for

Rohingya women to demonstrate their leadership and

raise their issues and concerns with the CiCs.

Participants included Rohingya refugee women leaders,

CiCs, UN Women, UNHCR and IOM colleagues. Dynamic

and interactive discussions took place.

Inauguration of women’s trade fair at women’s marketplace 
in Camp 5 on 25 November 
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COX’S BAZAR UPDATE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFlDPGC3LsE
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Hand Over the Mic to: Minara
Community outreach volunteer, Rohingya refugee

For the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, we are handing over the mic to
women and men on the front line, those who are battling COVID-19 and the pandemic of
violence against women and girls that’s relentless and rising.

This time we have handed over the mic to Minara, one of the UN Women Rohingya
community outreach volunteers who, among 1 million other Rohingya refugees, fled armed
conflict in Myanmar and works as a first responder in the refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar.
Follow the link to read Minara’s story

Thirteen online news portals, two newspapers and one
national television channel broadcast the news of the
dialogue session.

Fund, Respond, Prevent, Collect! – Closing 
Event for 16 Days of Activism to End Gender-
Based Violence, Cox’s Bazar Campaign 2020

Human Rights Day

The ISCG Gender Hub, in collaboration with Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs, GBV Subsector, GiHA WG,
WFP, UN Women, UNHCR and UNFPA with funding from
Global Affairs Canada, held the event “Fund, Respond
Prevent, Collect!” to mark the closing of the 16 Days of
Activism to End Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and to
celebrate International Human Rights Day.
The event took place on December 10 and featured a round
table discussion on how GBV impacts in communities. It
was clear from all of the speakers, that women, girls, and
gender diverse people living in the camps do not feel
secure. It is vital that there is more awareness among these
communities to raise their voices and share the issues they
face with local authorities and the humanitarian response.
Women with further intersecting vulnerabilities face even
more insecurity; Joya Sikder raised the importance of
including transgender Rohingya in GBV and other service
response, as well as the need to go beyond service
provision and advocate for the fulfillment of their human
rights. Fatema Nowshia also discussed the challenges and
discrimination she and other disabled women face,
beginning even at home with their families.

“Engage women and girls. Ensure freedom for women and
girls. Ensure gender equality. In the future, please also engage
men and boys in this type of event, so that we can hear their
voices as well for ending gender-based violence. We need to
start practicing equality and addressing violence from the
family.” - Minara, Founder of EWDRW (CSO).
Resident Coordinator Mia Seppo called on the entire
response to take action, not only throughout the sixteen days
of the campaign, but 365 days a year. “Please stand for
human rights. I admire the women leaders for taking the
microphone and speaking in front of all of us. Together we
can do better.”
The event concluded with participants showcasing their
commitments to ending gender-based violence, as well as a
women’s market displaying products by Rohingya and host
community women.
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Journalist Dialogue on Gender-sensitive 
Reporting
UN Women organized a dialogue session on “Gender-
Responsive Journalism for Reporting on Gender-Based
Violence” in Cox’s Bazar with local journalists and
representatives from local women’s rights and gender
equality organizations and the Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs.
The session’s main objective was to promote the
engagement of local media in the 16 Days of Activism
campaign, to discuss and raise awareness with local
journalists about ways to promote gender-responsive
reporting and to address gender-based violence through
the media.

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/12/hand-over-the-mic-to-minara
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/12/hand-over-the-mic-to-minara
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From Where I Stand: Rima Sultana Rimu
Rimu is an 18-year-old peace activist and member of the Young Women Leadership
(YWL) network in Cox’s Bazar, a programme of the Global Network of Women
Peacebuilders organized in partnership with the local women’s rights organization
Jago Nari Unnayan Sangsta and supported by UN Women. As a young Bangladeshi
activist living in Cox’s Bazar, which hosts one of the world’s largest refugee
settlements, she’s made promoting education for Rohingya women and girls her
mission. Rima is one of two Bangladeshi women who were honored in the BBC list of
100 inspiring and influential women around the world in 2020.
Follow the link to read Rimu’s story
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Action Brief: Women I Peace I Power

From Where I stand: Lucky
Women’s rights activist Lucky fled from armed conflict in Myanmar
and is now living in the refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. She
is committed to improving the lives of Rohingya women and girls in the
camps, particularly by advocating for their rights to education and
decision-making.
She is now studying politics, philosophy and economics at the Asian
University for Women remotely from the camps and has worked as a
volunteer for BRAC CPJ, IOM, WFP and UN Women to support
research and community engagement initiatives. She is a community
youth leader engaged in women’s and youth civil society networks for
peace, ending gender-based violence and promoting girls’ education in
her community in the camps, while advocating for peace for her
people.

Follow the link to read Lucky’s Story 
Follow the link to read Lucky’s Blog

UN Women and the Embassy of Sweden co-hosted a virtual event on 27 October to commemorate 20 years of the UN Security
Council Resolution 1325. Promoting the Women, Peace and Security Agenda in the Context of the Rohingya Refugee Crisis in
Cox’s Bazar, the event brought together key representatives from the government, law enforcement, security sector, CSOs,
and humanitarian actors. During this event, there was a collective endorsement of the UN Women-launched action brief on
the topic based on consultations with women and girls and highlighting concrete recommendations

20 YEARS OF UNSCR 1325

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/10/from-where-i-stand-rimu-sultana-rimu
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/10/from-where-i-stand-rimu-sultana-rimu
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/10/promoting-the-women-peace-and-security-agenda-in-the-rohingya-refugee?fbclid=IwAR0aWuYwfK9o6bRu60X8aOYocYIk4kp6NGvmCxAUSPR7w7sEajrZ0WuzAGg#view
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/10/fwi-lucky
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/10/fwi-lucky
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/in-focus/youth-voice/lucky?fbclid=IwAR3iaWjzDnWosgH9J1cZ36hBqVh1Buxo1q0L5QHhUKjLtwx6A0yiGXM4aF0
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/un_women_advocacy_brief_on_unscr_1325_wps_in_cxb_final_21_october_2020_.pdf


Workshop on Gender-Based Violence
UN Women, in collaboration with the Bangladesh police,
conducted an introductory workshop for 20 senior-level officials
selected as Master Trainers from within the Bangladesh police
and armed police battalions to address Gender-Based Violence
(GBV) in Cox’s Bazar on 17 November 2020. The workshop aimed
to increase the level of understanding on GBV and to identify key
areas for capacity building on gender-responsive policing and GBV
prevention and response, which will form part of a long-term
Training of Trainers programme. The workshop was inaugurated
by Commanding Officer of Armed Police Battalion 16, Mr.
Hemayetul Islam, and Superintendent of Police, Md
Hasanuzzaman PPM.
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International Day of the Girl 
11 October marks the International Day of the Girl. The light of 
this year’s theme is “My voice, our equal future” – let’s hear 
from Rohingya girl Nur Kayeas as we also commemorate the 
25th Anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action.

Action Planning Workshop for Newly Launched 
Technical Working Group

In order to promote the equal rights, inclusion,
protection and empowerment of gender-diverse
populations in Cox’s Bazar among Rohingya and host
communities, an action planning workshop was
organized on 1 October for the newly launched Technical
Working Group on Gender-Diverse Populations led by
Bandhu Social Welfare Society with support from UN
Women and UNHCR.

Gender Hub Hosts Learning Circle

On December 3, the ISCG Gender Hub (in partnership
with the Age and Disability WG) hosted a Learning
Circle for the Feminist Collective in Cox’s Bazar to
strengthen their knowledge on the need for an
intersectional feminist perspective on disability and
to appreciate the personal agency of women living
with disabilities.

Sabekunnahar (28), a woman living in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh, is one of the women leaders under the
Maitree Project. She received training on women
rights.
This project is implemented in the host community
by Ain o Shalish Kendro (ASK) with the technical
support of UN Women and funded by the
Government of Japan.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjrNBx7tlz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjrNBx7tlz0


Grant-in-kind Distribution

Cox’s Bazar Sub Office
Hotel Sea Palace
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh

bangladesh.unwomen.org
facebook.com/unwomenbangladesh

Second-Chance Education of Women
UN Women, in partnership with Dan Church Aid, has begun
providing second-chance education classes for women and
adolescent girls in the host community (Teknaf, Ukhia and
Cox’s Bazar Sadar) to not only support them in learning to
read, write and count but also engage them in awareness
sessions to help them enhance their well-being and
resilience. Education is a key element of empowerment of
women and girls.

Media Contact: mahmudul.karim@unwomen.org; Mobile: +880 1313475767

UN Women has received invaluable support from the Governments of Canada, Germany, Japan, Sweden,
Australia, the National Committees for UN Women in Australia, Japan, Iceland, Singapore, Sweden, USA, as well
as the Tingari Silverton Foundation towards delivering a humanitarian response in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh for
Rohingya refugee and host community women and girls.
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Women Peace and Humanitarian Fund Gender-
Sensitive COVID-19 Response

Pregnant mothers learned about healthy pregnancy,
protection of themselves and their babies from COVID-
19 through training sessions on COVID-19 and Sexual
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR), organized by
Light House in Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar.

This project, implemented by Light House, is titled
“Women-Led Gender-Sensitive COVID-19 Response” and
funded by the Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund
with the technical support of UN Women.

UN Women in partnership with

BRAC distributed 120 sewing

machines to Rohingya women in

refugee Camps 3 and 5, Cox’s Bazar,

from 24 September to 13 October,

in order to promote their socio-

economic empowerment and

resilience.
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On 19 November 2020, a project inception workshop
was organized by Oxfam in Teknaf UNO’s office with
participation from 42 representatives from UNO, the
Upazilla Parishad Chairperson and other government
officials. Through this UN Women project implemented
by Oxfam, three new multipurpose women centres are
in the process of being established in the host
community to promote women’s leadership, learning,
empowerment and protection.

The Gender Hub supported gender mainstreaming across the
humanitarian planning framework – the Joint Response Plan –
through the provision of Gender with Age Marker Training for
over 184 participants. Together with Sector Gender Focal
Points, the Gender Hub completed the appraisal of 225
proposals for the JRP 2021, resulting in 184 of the projects
being accepted as contributing to gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls for 2021.

ISCG Gender Hub Supports Review of Gender 
Mainstreaming 
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